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FINANCIAL SECURITY
“Mysteries of India” is a trading name of Pleasureseekers
Ltd. The air package holidays (including international and/or
domestic flights) in this brochure are ATOL protected by the
Civil Aviation Authority. Our ATOL number is 3054. We are
members of IATA, International Air Transport Association.
Please see our booking conditions for more details.
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Mysteries
of

Enchanting, evocative, endlessly fascinating
- truly magical - that’s India! No other destination
can match the sheer variety of experience and
diversity of culture that India has to offer.
Sandstone fortress cities, lush tea gardens,
golden palm-fringed beaches, awe-inspiring
mountain landscapes, wildlife sanctuaries,
exquisite palaces, ancient sacred monuments.
There are currently 32 World Heritage Sites spread
throughout the country, with many more awaiting
confirmation. India has it all, and more.
India’s colourful history stretches back more than 5,000 years,
and while modern India took root at Independence in 1947, today it
has grown into a vibrant, progressive and increasingly influential global
voice. Each region of this vast country has its own distinctive culture,
character, terrain, climate and cuisine.
The geography is as diverse as the people, with the majestic Himalayas
in the north, land below sea-level in the far south, over 6,000 km of
coastline, the Thar Desert in Rajasthan, marshlands in Gujarat and
mangrove forests in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. India is a land
for all seasons. To fully enjoy such diverse opportunities your trip
needs careful planning to ensure the right balance of content and pace.
Mysteries of India pioneered tailor-made holidays to India in 1982.
We have remained a leading specialist by developing this concept
and providing personalized service to our clients in arranging unique,
unforgettable ‘seamless’ holidays. Your itinerary will be carefully
designed according to your own specifications, and our experienced
team, with their first-hand, in-depth knowledge, will ensure that you
enjoy India in comfort and style.
Eco-Tourism is more than a catch-phrase. Increasingly India is
encouraging tourism that is minimally intrusive or destructive to
the environment and which strengthens native cultures and local
economies. Mysteries of India, where it is possible, supports this
initiative by using services and hotels that share these values.
Nepal & Sri Lanka, on India’s borders, are two complementary
destinations. Nepal is the land of the Himalayas, with Everest its
crowning glory, offering scenic beauty, cultural interest and varied
activity. Sri Lanka is predominantly Buddhist with its own unique
history, culture and geography.
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Planning your

Holiday
TRAVEL BY TRAIN
India has one of the largest railway networks in the world. We
recommend travelling in air-conditioned first or second class for
both day and overnight journeys, and in “Executive Chair Car”
on a Shatabdi Express, which operate on a number of routes.
When planning to visit Darjeeling, Shimla or Ooty you may
take one of the famous “Toy Trains”. There are also luxurious
“Travelling Palace” trains. (See pages 48 & 49)

Reclining Buddha at Ajanta Caves

TAILOR-MADE HOLIDAYS
A tailor-made holiday is designed to suit your exact
requirements. The itineraries described in this brochure are
suggestions, and although they can be booked as they are,
our expertise is to formulate a programme especially for you.
If any destination you wish to visit, or hotel you wish to stay
in, does not feature here, we will be pleased to discuss your
requirements and prepare an itinerary including them.
You can travel on your own, as a couple or as a larger party.
The benefits of a tailor-made holiday are many:
• Planning your itinerary with the benefit of our
knowledge and expertise.
• Determining the pace of your holiday to suit you be it relaxed, moderately active or brisk.
• Deciding the date of departure and return.
• Choosing the hotels. We will help you choose
properties best suited to you.

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS
Mysteries of India will be delighted to arrange your
international flights. We have competitive fares with all
major carriers including Air France, Air India, British Airways,
Emirates, Jet Airways, KLM and Virgin Atlantic, in economy,
business or first class.
DOMESTIC FLIGHTS
India has a wide choice of domestic carriers. We use
Jet Airways and Jetlite, known for excellent reliable service.
Business class is available on most routes.
ADVENTURE
Blessed with desert, savannah, jungle, snow-capped peaks,
beautiful valleys, white water, meandering rivers, backwaters
and thick verdant forests, India has something for everyone
looking for adventure. It offers some of the most challenging
opportunities anywhere in the world. Trekking, white water
rafting, safaris by horse, camel, jeep and village or tribal
safaris are some notable examples.
SPECIAL INTEREST TOURS
We can organise private itineraries to suit special requirements
for individuals and groups. Special interest possibilities include:
architecture, culture, festivals, fairs, religion, spa, ayurveda,
yoga, wildlife, bird watching, fishing, golf, sports, cooking,
painting, photography, textiles and trains.

• Choosing the airline for your international flights.
• If you book your own international flights,
we are happy to provide land services only.
• Road travel is by private chauffeur-driven car, or minibus
for larger parties. This gives you flexibility to stop when
and where you wish - for breaks, to take photographs or
to explore.
TRAVEL BY ROAD
Travel by road gives you the freedom and flexibility to explore
the country in a manner that is not possible by train and plane.
We provide fully licensed air-conditioned chauffer-driven cars
for your exclusive use during the trip. Up-grades include the
Toyota Innova, Ford Tempo Traveler, and limousines, which
are available in some cities.
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Neemrana Fort Palace
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Malabar House

Treehouse at Tranquil Resort

HONEYMOONS
India is the perfect destination for honeymooners.
You may choose to be pampered in grand palace
hotels or private pool villas in today’s luxurious beach,
jungle and hill resorts. The sun-kissed beaches of the
Lakshadweep Islands, Goa, Kovalam, Covelong,
Gokarna and the Maldives are superb romantic
retreats for those seeking a less hurried pace.

OUR CONSULTANTS
We are committed to
provide outstanding
service both before and
during your stay in
India. Our consultants
have comprehensive
experience of the
subcontinent, having
lived and/or travelled
there extensively. Their
knowledge is in-depth
and augmented by
regular visits to the
destinations.

GROUP HOLIDAYS
We can arrange group tailor-made holidays
- be it a cultural, activity or special interest tour.
The size of the group can be as required.
WHEN TO TRAVEL
Because of its vast size and geographical variation India
is a year-round destination. From the Himalayan foothills
to the far south, India can be visited year round, but its
main season is October to April when the weather is at
its best. The Himalayan foothills, Ladakh, Himachal and
Garhwal are ideal from April to September.
WHEN TO BOOK
In order for us to
secure your exact
requirements we
advise booking
your holiday as
far in advance as
possible. During
certain periods,
like Christmas
and New Year,
accommodation
and flights tend
to be booked many
months in advance.
If bookings are
made at short notice,
requisite hotels may
not be available.
In such cases,
we aim to book
alternative hotels
of a similar standard.

OUR ASSOCIATES
In addition to our office
in Delhi, our nationwide
network of regional
associates will be at
your service. They will
ensure that your holiday
runs smoothly and to plan.
HOTELS
Hotels are a vital aspect of your travel arrangements and the
enjoyment of your holiday, and there is a wide and varied
choice. We have carefully selected hotels that provide high
standards of service, cuisine and hygiene. The majority range
from 4 star to 5 star deluxe, some are boutique hotels,
plus many delightful heritage hotels and grand Maharajas
palaces that reflect India’s regal history and character.
We have special negotiated rates with all the hotels in this
brochure (see pages 6 to 9), and many more.
PRICING
You will find tour prices listed in the insert that accompanies
this brochure. The itineraries are priced for land arrangements
per person based on 2 people sharing a room and travelling in
one air-conditioned car. Meal plan as specified in the itineraries.
For travel between May and September there is usually a
reduction in price on most of the itineraries. During the
Christmas and New Year period air fares and hotel prices are
higher and supplements will apply.

Tented camp at Rajvilas
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Choosing your

Hotels
TAJ GROUP OF HOTELS
The Taj Group began in 1903 when J N Tata opened his
first hotel, the Taj Mahal Palace & Tower in Mumbai.
Architecturally superb and unashamedly luxurious it set
standards of comfort and service that have been the Taj
Group philosophy ever since. With 80 hotels in 49 locations
across India, plus a further 17 properties worldwide, Taj
Hotels have won international acclaim, and have become
a byword for excellence in dining, business facilities,
interior design and world-class, personalized, service.

THE LEELA - PALACES, HOTELS AND RESORTS
The Leela - Palaces, Hotels and Resorts are 5 star luxury
hotels, whose aim is to provide memorable and magical stays
that deliver the essence of
India. The Leela’s promise
is “Atithi Devo Bhava”
or “Guest is God”, a
philosophy that has earned
them prestigious awards
and accolades.

OBEROI GROUP OF HOTELS
Since 1934 the Oberoi Group has been synonymous with
prestigious hotels, providing service, luxury and quiet
efficiency that is second to none. Under the “Oberoi Hotels
and Resorts” and “Trident” brands the Group is recognized
internationally for all round excellence, with 30 hotels and
3 luxury cruisers in 6 countries. Properties in Agra, Jaipur,
Udaipur, Shimla and Ranthambhore have redefined the
meaning of luxury and excellence.

The Leela has eight
properties in prime selected
locations - Mumbai, Goa,
Bangalore, Kovalam,
Udaipur, Gurgaon, New
Delhi and Chennai.

CGH EARTH
For five decades CGH Earth hotels in Kerala and India’s
south have provided luxurious accommodation and fine
service without compromising the environment or local
communities. Each property has a very individual ambience
in harmony with its surroundings and nature. CGH Earth
properties in Cochin, Fort Kochi, Kumarakum, Vembanad,
Periyar, Mararikulam, Gokarna, Cherranelloor, Kollengode,
Pondicherry, Chettinad and Bangram Island provide an ideal
network for touring.
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TRIDENT HOTELS
Part of the Oberoi Group,
Trident Hotels have
established a reputation
for excellence, quality
and value. These five
star hotels combine state of
the art facilities with warm,
friendly service and relaxed environments, making them
an ideal choice for leisure travellers. Trident’s 10
hotels are located in Mumbai, Chennai, Bhubaneshwar,
Cochin, Agra, Jaipur, Udaipur and Gurgaon (Greater Delhi).

Taj Green Cove Resort - Kovalam
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Deogarh Mahal

Le Colonial

Heritage Hotels
A Heritage Hotel’s history, style and ambience will greatly add to your India experience.
Here we highlight a few of the many fine heritage properties that are recommended in this brochure.
Samode Palace
Samode Palace is the
quintessential palace
hotel. Meticulously
restored, its beautiful
decoration and
furnishings provide
regal comfort,
transporting you
back to a time of
Samode Palace
Rajput splendour.
The Durbar Hall and Hall of Mirrors are perhaps Rajasthan’s
finest. It is a place to escape the outside world, where the tranquil
gardens, courtyards and swimming pools help you relax.
Ahilya Fort
Situated high above the banks of the sacred Narmada River, a stay
at Ahilya Fort is an experience straight out of the 18th century.
Built in 1766, it was the home of Ahilya Bai Holkar one of India's
celebrated women rulers. Sympathetic renovation has combined
its original atmosphere and charm with modern comfort and
convenience. Hospitable, friendly service and fine cuisine ensure
a memorable stay.
Deogarh Mahal
The exquisite Deogarh Mahal was converted into a hotel by the
present owner, Rawat Nahar Singh. Its 50 rooms are individually
decorated using stained glass, colourful fabrics and antiques.
Furnished in traditional style they are complimented by modern
facilities. The cuisine is exceptional, with most ingredients being
grown and produced locally. The seasonal fruit juices and jams
are renowned. The imposing regal splendour of Deogarh is offset
by the family’s welcoming friendly hospitality.

Fort Chanwa
Fort Chanwa is an exceptional example of elegant, symmetrical
Indian architecture, with ornately carved latticework, friezes and
intricate Jharokas. Built in the 1800’s it reflects a turbulent past,
but is now a superb stopover between Jodhpur and Udaipur.
Its facilities include 45 elegant rooms, swimming pool, jacuzzi,
croquet lawn, sauna, health club and fine multi-cuisine restaurant.
Le Colonial
Le Colonial, near to St Francis Church in Fort Cochin, dates
from 1506. Vasco de Gama stayed here and it was the Dutch
Governor’s residence for 150 years before the British took it
over. Five centuries have been superbly restored in a veritable
museum of artifacts from the colonial past, reflected in
the decoration and funishings.
Shahpura Bagh
Midway between Jaipur and Udaipur, Shahpura Bagh is a
30-acre estate of verdant green tranquility built in 1630.
A summer residence of the rulers of Shahpura, it is now a
fine Heritage Hotel.
Five beautiful suites and
four double rooms with
en-suite bathrooms are
complemented by
beautifully appointed
public areas and
enhanced by authentic
Rajasthani cuisine.
Surrounded by lakes
in a green landscape
it is ideal for those
seeking relaxation
and escape.
Fort Chanwa

Historic Clubs
When the British ruled India, far from home they found themselves in need of recreational facilities. Within the confines of strict
etiquette and selective membership, clubs were established across India for the military garrisons and civil service. Some have
survived and now offer accommodation for non-members to experience the atmosphere and ambience of The British Raj.
We have chosen five notable examples that you may wish to include in your itinerary. Do request details.
Gymkhana Club – Chennai (Madras), Wellington Gymkhana Club - Ooty, High Range Club – Munnar,
Cochin Club - Cochin, Tollygunge Club – Kolkata (Calcutta)
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Hotels

In wildlife parks accommodation is
frequently in jungle lodges or tentedcamps. These can vary from luxurious
to fairly basic in terms of facilities.
Some are run by private companies,
others by the government.

The accommodation you choose
will make a real difference to your
experience and enjoyment of India.
Hotel standards and styles vary
considerably. The choice is large,
especially in big cities, ranging from
basic to premium. In smaller
locations the choice can be limited.
The hotels specified for all itineraries
have been chosen to provide varied
examples of what is possible in terms
of standard and ambience. Hotels
constitute the major element of a tour
cost and the category of the hotels
you choose will reflect this.

We have designed the accompanying
chart for easy reference and to aid you
in selecting your hotels. It lists
properties specified in the itineraries
in this brochure. Many of the hotels
belong to well known groups like the
Taj and Oberoi, plus many independent
properties. Should you be interested in
specific hotels not listed here, we will be
happy to discuss them with you.
Hotels in the chart have been broadly
classified into 5 categories, mainly
based on price and standard of rooms,
facilities, hygiene and service. Heritage
Hotel classification is based on these
qualities and their history. They are
also noted by an asterisk in the chart.
Standards can vary within each category
and also with the passage of time.
We are happy to offer advice on hotels
when planning your holiday.

Note: Houseboats in the backwaters (Kerala) have been categorized as Standard in the accommodation
chart. All are air-conditioned and comfortable. Standards may vary a little from boat to boat.

INDIA
AGRA
The Oberoi Amarvilas
Trident Agra
The Gateway Hotel

l

AMRITSAR
Hyatt Amritsar
BANDHAVGARH NP
Taj Mahua Kothi-Taj
Safari Lodge
Samode Safari Lodge
Tree House Hideaway
Kings Lodge

l
l
l

l
l

l
l

BHARATPUR
The Bagh
BANGALURU (BANGALORE)
Taj West End
The Leela Palace
The Oberoi

l
l
l
l

BHOPAL
Jehan Numa Retreat
*Jehan Numa Palace

l

l

BIKANER
*Laxmi Niwas Palace
*Gajner Palace

l
l

CHAMBAL
Chambal Safari Lodge

l

CHENNAI (MADRAS)
The Leela Palace
Taj Coromandel
Taj Fisherman’s Cove

l
l
l

KOCHI (COCHIN)
Brunton Boatyard
Taj Malabar
*Le Colonial
*Malabar House

l
l

CORBETT NATIONAL PARK
Jims Jungle Retreat
The Ranger’s Lodge

l
l
l

DARJEELING
*Windamere
Glenburn Tea Estate
DELHI
*The Imperial
The Leela Palace
Taj Palace
The Oberoi
*The Claridges
*Oberoi Maidens
The Manor

l
l
l
l
l

l

l
l
l

DEOGARH
*Deogarh Mahal
Fort Seengh Sagar

l
l

DEVIGARH
*Devigarh Palace

l

DHARAMSALA
Chonor House

l

GANGTOK
Elgin Nor-Khill
Denzong Regency

l
l

GIR NATIONAL PARK
The Gateway Gir Forest

l

GUWAHATI
Kiranshree Portico

l

GWALIOR
*Usha Kiran Palace

l

HARIDWAR
Aalia Resort

l
l
l

JAISALMER
Suryagarh
The Serai
Fort Rajwada
JODHPUR
*Taj Umaid Bhawan Palace
*Raas Jodhpur
Taj Hari Mahal
JORHAT
Kaziranga Golf Resort

Kadavu Resort
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KALIMPONG
Silver Oaks

l

l

DASADA
Rann Riders

JAIPUR
The Oberoi Rajvilas
*Rambagh Palace
*Jai Mahal Palace
Tree of Life
Trident Jaipur
*Samode Haveli

Standard

Hotels with notable historic, royal,
architectural or cultural links are often
referred to as “Heritage Hotels”. Each is
unique and they vary in terms of quality,
prices, standards, service and facilities.
We strongly recommend that Heritage
properties be considered for inclusion
in your itinerary.

Deluxe
First

Choosing your

Premium
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l
l
l
l
l
l

l

l

l
l
l
l

KANHA NATIONAL PARK
Banjaar Tola-Ta Safari Lodge
Kanha Earth Lodge
Tuli Tiger Corridor
Kipling Camp
Chitvan Jungle Lodge
KARAIKUDI
The Bangala
KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK
Diphlu River Lodge
Iora -The Retreat
KHAJURAHO
Taj Chandela
The Lalit Temple View
KOLKATA (CALCUTTA)
*The Oberoi Grand
Taj Bengal
KORTA
Korta Escape
KOVALAM
Niraamaya Retreat Surya
Samudra
The Leela Kovalam
Taj Green Cove
KOZIKODE (CALICUT)
Kadavu Resort & Ayurveda
Centre
KUMARAKOM
Coconut Lagoon
Kumarakom Lake Resort
Vivanta by Taj Kumarakom
LEH
The Grand Dragon Ladakh
Kang La Chen
LUNI
*Fort Chanwa
MADURAI
The Gateway Pasumalai
Heritage Madurai
MANALI
Manu Allaya
The Himalayan
MANAS NATIONAL PARK
Bansbari Lodge
MANDAWA
*Castle Mandawa
*Vivaana Culture
MARARIKULAM
Carnoustie Ayuerveda &
Wellness Resort
Marari Beach Resort
MUMBAI (BOMBAY)
Taj Mahal Palace & Tower
The Oberoi
The Leela Mumbai

l

l
l

l

l
l

l

l
l

l

l
l

l
l

l
l
l

SHAHPURA
*Shahpura Bagh

l

l
l
l
l

UDAIPUR
*Taj Lake Palace
The Oberoi Udaivilas
The Leela Palace
*Fateh Prakash Palace
Trident Udaipur
Devra
VARANASI
*Nadesar Palace
The Gateway Hotel

l
l
l
l
l

l

l
l
l
l

NEEMRANA
Neemrana Fort

l

l
l
l

THALASSERY
Ayesha Manzil

l

NARLAI
*Rawla Narlai

l

TADOBA NATIONAL PARK
Svasara Lodge

l
l

NAGPUR
Tuli Imperial

l

SATPURA NATIONAL PARK
Denwa Backwater Escape
Reni Pani Jungle Lodge
Forsyth Lodge

SHIMLA
*The Oberoi Wildflower Hall
(Mashobra)
*Oberoi Cecil
Violet Hill (Mashobra)

l

l

l

SAMODE
*Samode Palace

l
l
l

l
l
l
l

l
l

l

l

VELVADAR NATIONAL PARK
Blackbuck Lodge

l

WAYANAD
Tranquil Resort

l

NEPAL
KATHMANDU
*Dwarika’s Hotel
Yak & Yeti

l
l

CHITWAN
Tiger Tops Tharu Lodge

l

NAGARKOT
Club Himalaya Resort

l

POKHARA
Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lodge
Fishtail Lodge

l
l

SRI LANKA

l

COLOMBO
Cinnamon Grand
*Galle Face

l
l
l
l

OLAVIPE
Olavipe Homestay

l

BENTOTA
The Exotica
Bentota Beach Hotel

ORCHHA
Amar Mahal
Orchha Resort

l

DAMBULLA
Heritance Kandalama

l

KANDY
Earl’s Regency
*Hotel Suisse

l
l

PALAMPUR
Taragarh Palace

l

PANNA NATIONAL PARK
Sarai at Toria
Ken River Lodge
PELLING
Mt. Pandim
Norbu Ghang Resort
PENCH NATIONAL PARK
Baghvan -Taj Safari Lodge
Jamtara Wilderness Camp
Tuli Tiger Corridor

l

l
l
l
l
l

l

l

NUWARA ELIYA
Tea Factory
*Grand Hotel

l

MT. LAVINIA
*Mt. Lavinia

l

MALDIVES
Vivanta by Taj-Coral Reef
Taj Exotica & Spa

Standard

Premium

Deluxe
First
l

THANJAVUR (TANJORE)
Ideal River View Resort

l

l

l

RAMATHRA
*Ramathra Fort
RANTHAMBHORE
The Oberoi Vanyavilas
*Taj Sawai Madhpur Lodge

l
l
l

PUSHKAR
Ananta Spa & Resort
The Orchard

l
l
l

NIMAJ
Chhatrasagar -The Camp
Nimaj Palace

l

POSHINA
*Darbargarh

l

l

l
l

PONDICHERRY
*Palais De Mahe
*Villa Shanti
*Maison Perumal

l
l

l

l

POLLACHI
Shenbaga Vilasam

l
l

MYSORE
Windflower Spa Resort
Fortune JP Palace

INDIA
PERIYAR
Spice Village
Aanavilasam-Plantation House

l

MUNNAR
Windermere Estate
Casa Del Fauno
Devonshire Greens

NAGARHOLE/KABINI
The Serai Kabini
Orange County
Kaav Safari Lodge

Standard

Deluxe
First

INDIA

Premium
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l

l

l

l

Deluxe & Premium
5-star Deluxe hotels offer excellent
accommodation and amenities, which will
include central air-conditioning, swimming
pool and a choice of restaurants/cuisines.
Service will be personal and attentive,
and all facilities normally associated with
this category can be expected. Includes some
Heritage Hotels. Premium hotels provide
even higher standards of refinement and
luxury, reflected in their tariff.
First Class
4/5-star hotels provide good, air-conditioned
accommodation with choice of restaurants.
Most will have a swimming pool. Includes
some Heritage Hotels. Although classified as
First Class, some lodges and camps in or near
national parks are not strictly comparable
to 4/5 star properties.
Heritage (Marked with an * in the chart)
Heritage Hotels are former forts, palaces, royal
town houses, guesthouses and other historical
properties. Each has a unique character.
Furnishings are often family heirlooms,
and together with distinctive architecture,
reflect their noble past. They provide excellent
personal service in superb surroundings.
Most Heritage Hotels are in Rajasthan, but
some have now opened in other areas including
South India. Standards and facilities vary.
Standard
3/4-star hotels provide adequate airconditioned accommodation and modestly
good food. Comfortable accommodation
at reasonable prices.
Basic (Not listed in the chart)
1/2-star properties provide basic
accommodation and food. These hotels are
suited to one-night stops where nothing else is
available. Includes some lodges and camps in
national parks with basic facilities. Probably
not air-conditioned, they may have fans.
Hot water may not be available all the time.
Boutique Hotels & Home Stays
Very individual, Boutique Hotels, sometimes
overlapping with Heritage Hotels or Home
Stays, are increasingly interesting options.
Often privately owned and run, emphasis
can be on hospitality and local knowledge,
gastronomic experience or distinctive décor.
A fascinating and enjoyable alternative to a
larger hotel. We are happy to advise you.
Higher Grade Rooms and Suites
Many hotels offer higher-grade rooms or suites.
The tours in this brochure are based on using
standard rooms in each hotel category. We will
be pleased to advise on room up-grade options
and supplemental cost. The suites in many
heritage properties reflect their royal past.

9
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The Golden

Triangle
Taj and Oberoi are India’s premiere hotel groups, and in this
comfortably paced tour of “The Golden Triangle”, their superb
and luxurious properties will enhance your enjoyment of Delhi,
Agra and Jaipur. These cities contain world-renowned historic
attractions, many now classified as World Heritage Sites,
which include the Taj Mahal, Amber Fort, Humayun’s Tomb,
Qutab Minar and Jantar Mantar (Observatory).
Day 1 Arrive Delhi
Arrive Delhi and transfer to your hotel.
Overnight at The Oberoi / Taj Palace.

Day 2 Delhi
Sightseeing of Old and New Delhi. Visit Humayun’s
Tomb, Qutab Minar, Red Fort, Jama Masjid (Mosque),
Chandni Chowk (Moonlight Square) and its nearby
markets, India Gate and drive past the Presidents Palace
and Parliament. Overnight at The Oberoi / Taj Palace. (B)

Day 3

Delhi to Agra
Drive to Agra, en-route visiting Akbar’s tomb at Sikandra.
Visit the Taj Mahal by sunset, Shah Jahan’s immortal
monument for his wife. Overnight at The Oberoi
Amarvilas / The Gateway. (B)

Day 4

Agra
Visit the Taj at sunrise when the dawn light produces
beautiful effects on the white marble. Later visit Agra
Fort and the tomb of Itmad-Ud-Daulah, often referred to
as the “Baby Taj”. Overnight at The Oberoi Amarvilas /
The Gateway. (B)

Day 5 Agra to Jaipur
Drive to Jaipur, en-route visiting the Mughal City of
Fatehpur Sikri, and Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary. Overnight
at the Oberoi Rajvilas / Rambagh Palace. (B)

Day 6 Jaipur
Morning visit to Amber Fort in the hills just outside
Jaipur, and ride by elephant to its majestic gates.
Afternoon city tour includes the Hawa Mahal (Palace
of the Winds), the City Palace and the Jantar Mantar
(Observatory), built by the Rajput ruler Jai Singh.
Overnight at the Oberoi Rajvilas / Rambagh Palace. (B)

Day 7 Jaipur to Delhi
Drive to Delhi. Farewell dinner. Overnight at
The Oberoi / Taj Palace. (B, D)

Day 8 Delhi and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.

10

MoI Final Brochure 2014_Layout 1 16/12/2014 09:32 Page 12

Regal

Rajasthan
Rajasthan’s turbulent history has left a legacy of impressive forts
and grand monuments. Both the well-known and off-the-beatentrack feature in this tour of discovery, revealing this colourful
state’s many faces. During the tour you will stay in several
enchanting heritage properties, the palaces and residences of
former princes and noblemen. This is an ideal itinerary for first
time visitors to India and Rajasthan.

Day 1 Arrive Delhi
Arrive Delhi and transfer to your hotel. Overnight at The Oberoi.

Day 2

Delhi
Sightseeing of Old and New Delhi includes Humayun’s Tomb,
Qutab Minar, Red Fort, Jama Masjid (Mosque), Chandni Chowk,
India Gate and a drive by the President’s Palace and Parliament.
Overnight at The Oberoi. (B)

Day 3 Delhi to Agra
Drive to Agra, en-route visiting Akbar’s tomb at Sikandra.
Visit the Taj Mahal at sunset. Overnight at The Oberoi
Amarvilas. (B)

Day 4 Agra
View the Taj Mahal at sunrise when the changing light plays on
its white marble. Afternoon visit Agra Fort and the Tomb of
Itmad-ud-Daulah, also known as the “Baby Taj”. Overnight at
The Oberoi Amarvilas. (B)

Day 5 Agra to Jaipur
Drive to Jaipur, stopping en-route at Fatehpur Sikri built by the
Mughal emperor Akbar. Overnight at The Oberoi Rajvilas. (B)

Day 6 Jaipur
Visit Amber Fort in the hills near Jaipur, and ride an elephant to its
majestic gates. A city tour includes the Hawa Mahal (Palace of the
Winds), City Palace and Jantar Mantar (Observatory), built by the
Rajput ruler Jai Singh. Overnight at The Oberoi Rajvilas. (B)

Day 7 Jaipur to Jodhpur
Fly to Jodhpur. Remainder of the day at leisure. Overnight at
Taj Umaid Bhawan Palace. (B)

Day 8 Jodhpur
Morning visit to Meherangarh Fort on its hilltop eyrie with
magnificent views over the city. Overnight at the Taj Umaid
Bhawan Palace. (B)

Day 9 Jodhpur to–Udaipur
Drive to Udaipur, via the magnificent Jain temples at Ranakpur.
Afternoon cruise on Lake Pichola. Overnight at The Oberoi
Udaivilas. (B)

Udaipur City Palace

Day 10 Udaipur
City tour includes the City Palace, its museum and crystal gallery,
the Jagdish Temple, and the Sahelion ki Bari (Garden of the Maids
of Honour). Afternoon free. Overnight at The Oberoi Udaivilas. (B)

Day 11 Udaipur to Devigarh
Drive to Devigarh in the Aravali Hills, and stay at the luxurious
Devigarh Palace. Overnight at Devigarh Palace. (B)

Day 12

Devigarh
Day free to enjoy the hotel, its spa therapies and traditional
massages. Overnight at Devigarh Palace. (B)

Day 13

Devigarh to Mumbai
Fly to Mumbai. Remainder of the day free. Overnight at the
Taj Mahal Palace. (B)

Day 14 Mumbai
Excursion to the 7th century Elephanta Caves, the Mani Bhawan
(Ghandi’s Mumbai home), Prince of Wales museum and Dhobi
Ghat. Overnight at the Taj Mahal Palace. (B)

Day 15

Mumbai and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.
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The Golden Triangle

& Beyond
Delhi, Agra and Jaipur, “The Golden Triangle”, are rich in history and the cultural heritage that produced
the Taj Mahal, exquisite temples, Rajput forts and majestic palaces. Exploring deep into Rajasthan,
this tour visits Udaipur, the Aravali Hills, Jodhpur, the Thar Desert, Ranthambhore National Park in search
of tigers, the medieval fort complex at Orchha, the erotic Chandela temples at Khajuraho and Varanasi on
the banks of the sacred River Ganges. This tour is a fine blend of classical sites and natural wonders.

Above from left: Varanasi,Young Sadhu, Palace of the Winds
Main image: Gwalior Fort
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Day 1 Arrive Delhi
Arrive Delhi. Transfer to your hotel. Overnight at Taj Palace. (B)

Day 2 Delhi
Sightseeing of Old and New Delhi includes Humayun’s
Tomb, Qutab Minar, Red Fort, Jama Masjid (Mosque),
Chandi Chowk (Moonlight Square), India Gate and a drive
past the Presidents Palace and Parliament. Overnight at
Taj Palace. (B)

Day 3 Delhi to Udaipur
Morning flight to Udaipur, the romantic city of lakes. Afternoon
city tour includes the City Palace (overlooking Lake Pichola),
the Jagdish Temple and the Sahelion ki Bari (Garden of the
Maids of Honour). Overnight at the Taj Lake Palace. (B)

Day 4 Udaipur
Morning visit to the magnificent temple complexes at Eklingji
and Nagda. Afternoon optional boat-ride on Lake Pichola.
Overnight at the Taj Lake Palace. (B)

Day 5 Udaipur to Jodhpur
A fascinating drive through the Aravali Hills on the edge of
the Thar Desert to Jodhpur, founded in 1459. En-route visit
the exquisite intricately carved Jain Temples at Ranakpur.
Overnight at the Taj Hari Mahal. (B)

Day 6 Jodhpur
Visit to the imposing Meherangarh Fort, dominating the city
from its hilltop eyrie with magnificent views. There are excellent
exhibits of armory, clothing and paintings. Afternoon Village
Safari. Overnight at the Taj Hari Mahal. (B)

Day 7 Jodhpur to Pushkar
Drive to Pushkar, famed for its camel fair at the full moon in
November, where there are over 400 temples dedicated to the
many Hindu deities. Overnight at The Orchard. (B, L, D)

Day 8 Pushkar to Jaipur
Drive to Jaipur. Sightseeing includes the City Palace, with its
beautiful courtyards, gardens and the Sawai Man Singh II
Museum, the Hawa Mahal (Palace of the Winds) and the
Jantar Mantar (Observatory) built by Jai Singh. Overnight at
the Rambagh Palace. (B)

Day 9 Jaipur
Drive into the rugged hills surrounding Jaipur to the Amber
Fort/Palace. A painted elephant will transport you up to the fort
with its huge gateways and pillared pavilions. Afternoon free to
further explore Jaipur. Overnight at the Rambagh Palace. (B)

Day 10 Jaipur to Ranthambhore
Drive to Ranthambhore National Park, a premier Project Tiger
reserve, noted for daytime sightings of Tiger. Afternoon game
drive. Overnight at the Taj Sawai Madhopur Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 11 Ranthambhore
Morning and afternoon game drives. Overnight at the Taj
Sawai Madhopur Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 12 Ranthambhore to Ramathra
Morning game drive. Afternoon depart by road to Ramathra.
Overnight at Ramathra Fort. (B, L, D)

Day 13 Ramathra
Free day to enjoy the fort and its beautiful rural environs.
Optional walk to explore the area, canoe on the lake or bird
watch. Overnight at Ramathra Fort. (B, L, D)

Day 14 Ramathra to Agra
After breakfast depart by road for Agra, en-route visiting the
Mughal City of Fatehpur Sikri, founded by the Mughal Emperor
Akbar. Overnight at The Gateway. (B)

Day 15 Agra
See the Taj Mahal at sunrise, built by Emperor Shah Jehan in
memory of his beloved wife, Mumtaz Mahal. The morning
light plays on the white marble enhancing its beauty. Afternoon
return to the Taj Mahal, visit Agra Fort and the Tomb of
Itmad-ud-Daulah. Overnight at The Gateway. (B)

Day 16 Agra to Gwalior
Morning train to Gwalior. Afternoon city tour includes the
magnificent fort and archaeological museum. Optional evening
sound and light show. Overnight at the Usha Kiran Palace. (B)

Day 17 Gwalior to Khajuraho
Morning train to Jhansi, where it’s valiant Queen fought the
British in 1857. Drive to Orchha with its beautifully preserved
18th century fort. Continue to Khajuraho. Afternoon explore
the magnificent Chandela temples, well-known for their
sculpted stone freizes depicting erotic themes. Overnight at
the Taj Chandela. (B)

Day 18 Khajuraho to Varanasi
Fly to Varanasi, the holiest city of Hindu pilgrimages.
Afternoon visit Sarnath, where Lord Buddha delivered his
first sermon after attaining enlightenment. Overnight at The
Gateway Hotel Ganges. (B)

Day 19 Varanasi to Delhi
Boat-ride on the Ganges at sunrise to experience the rituals of
bathing, prayers, meditation and cremation. Later, sightseeing
in Varanasi City. Afternoon fly to Delhi. Farewell dinner.
Overnight at Taj Palace. (B, D)

Day 20 Delhi and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.
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Royal

Rajputana
Rajasthan, “Land of Maharajas”, is steeped in romantic history, chivalry and valour. Formerly known as
Rajputana, it contains many impressive sandstone fortress-palaces. The brightly coloured attire of its
handsome and hospitable people is in striking contrast to the muted shades of the surrounding desert
landscape. Rajasthan radiates a unique magic that enchants all who visit.

14

MoI Final Brochure 2014_Layout 1 16/12/2014 09:33 Page 16

Day 1

Arrive Delhi
Arrive Delhi and transfer to your hotel.
Overnight at Taj Palace.

Day 2 Delhi
Sightseeing of Old and New Delhi. Includes Humayun’s
Tomb, Qutab Minar, Red Fort, Jama Masjid (Mosque) and
the market district around Chandi Chowk. Overnight at
Taj Palace. (B)

Day 3 Delhi to Mandawa
Drive to Mandawa, famed for its beautiful havelis (elegant
mansions of wealthy 18th century merchant families), and
massive fort. Visit the bazaar and havelis, decorated with
intricate frescos. Overnight at Castle Mandawa. (B)

Day 4 Mandawa to Bikaner
Continue to Bikaner, founded in 1488. Like many
Rajasthani cities, impressive battlement walls surround
the town. Afternoon visit to the impressive Junagarh fort.
Overnight at the Laxmi Niwas Palace. (B)

Day 5 Bikaner to Jaisalmer
Travel to Jaisalmer, one of India’s most exotic desert towns.
Remainder of the day is free to explore the cobbled streets
and absorb the atmosphere. Overnight at Suryagarh. (B)

Day 6 Jaisalmer
Visit the medieval golden sandstone fortress, which
overlooks the Thar Desert and is still a living city.
Overnight at Suryagarh. (B)

Day 7 Jaisalmer to Jodhpur
Drive across the Thar Desert to Jodhpur, founded in 1459,
en-route visiting the Hindu and Jain Temples at Osiyan.
Explore the narrow bustling streets and bazaars of the old
city. Overnight at Raas Jodhpur. (B)

Day 8 Jodhpur
Visit Meharangarh, the massive 15th century fort,
standing on a low range of sandstone hills overlooking
the town, the memorial to Jai Singh II and the imposing
Umaid Bhawan Palace. Afternoon free. Overnight at
Raas Jodhpur. (B)

Day 9 Jodhpur to Deogarh
Drive to Deogarh to stay at the fortified palace,
Deogarh Mahal. Afternoon jeep safari through rural
villages. Overnight at Deogarh Mahal. (B)

Day 10 Deogarh to Udaipur
Drive to Udaipur, en-route visiting the beautiful carved
marble Jain temples at Ranakpur. Afternoon at leisure.
Overnight at Fateh Prakash Palace. (B)

Day 11 Udaipur
City tour includes the City Palace overlooking Lake
Pichola, its museum, the Jagdish Temple and the Sahelion
ki Bari (Garden of the Maids of Honour). Overnight at
Fateh Prakash Palace. (B)

Day 12 Udaipur to Shahpura
Drive to Shahpura. Three large and about 250 smaller lakes
form the heart of this verdant wetland - historic, picturesque,
and tranquil. Overnight at Shahpura Bagh. (B, L, D)

Day 13 Shahpura
The City Palace illustrates the merging of Rajput and Mughal
traditions and architecture. Ram Dwara is a revered ancient
temple, while Dhikola Fort stands majestically on a hill.
Overnight at Shahpura Bagh. (B, L, D)

Day 14 Shahpura to Jaipur
Drive to Jaipur, often referred to as “The Pink City”.
Afternoon at leisure. Overnight at Jai Mahal Palace. (B)

Day 15 Jaipur
Drive to Amber in the rugged hills that surround Jaipur,
where a painted elephant will transport you to the fort’s huge
arched gates. In Jaipur visit the Hawa Mahal (Palace of the
Winds), City Palace and Jantar Mantar (Observatory).
Overnight at Jai Mahal Palace. (B)

Day 16 Jaipur to Agra
Continue to Agra via the
Mughal City of Fatehpur
Sikri, built by Akbar around
1570. Visit the Taj Mahal
at sunset. Overnight at the
Trident Agra. (B)

Day 17 Agra to Delhi
Visit the Taj Mahal at sunrise.
Re-visit the Taj later in the day
before going to Agra Fort and
the tomb of Itmad-Ud-Daulah.
Afternoon drive to Delhi,
visiting Akbar’s tomb at
Sikandra en route. Farewell
Dinner. Overnight at
Taj Palace. (B, D)

Day 18 Delhi and Departure
Transfer to the airport for
your flight home.
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Rural

Rajasthan
Rajasthan’s turbulent history, punctuated by invasion and mutually destructive wars, caused the region
to fragment into major and minor dynasties. Consequently there are a multitude of castles, forts and
palaces; many now restored as Heritage Hotels of great character and charm. Using these very individual
hotels, this tour combines major attractions with smaller towns and rural villages, allowing you to discover
the state’s rich heritage.

Taj Mahal

Day 1 Arrive Delhi
Arrive Delhi and transfer to your hotel. The city tour
includes Humayun’s Tomb, Qutab Minar and the Parliament
of India. Overnight at The Claridges.

Day 2 Delhi to Agra
Drive to Agra, en-route stopping at Sikandra, The tomb
of Akbar. The city tour includes Agra Fort, and Taj Mahal
by sunset, Shahjahan’s immortal monument for his
beloved wife. Overnight at Trident Agra. (B)

Day 3 Agra to Samode
Drive to Samode en-route visiting Fatehpur Sikri, “The
Abandoned City”, built by Akbar. Rest of the day at leisure
to explore the extensive palace grounds, and wander through
the little village. Overnight at Samode Palace. (B)

Day 4 Samode to Jaipur
Drive to Jaipur, known as “The Pink City” due to its
terracotta-pink painted houses and public buildings within
the city walls. Overnight at Tree of Life. (B)
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Day 5 Jaipur
Morning visit Amber Fort, situated in the rugged hills
surrounding Jaipur. Here a painted elephant will
transport you to the fort, with its huge gateways and
pillared pavilions. Afternoon visit to the City Palace,
museum, Hawa Mahal (Palace of the Winds) and the
Jantar Mantar (Observatory) built in the 18th century.
Overnight at Tree of Life. (B)

Day 6 Jaipur to Shahpura
Drive to Shahpura, where the Shahpura Bagh reveals
the town’s rich multi-cultural vibrancy and fascinating
art and crafts tradition. It seems here that mythology
and history come to life. Overnight at Shahpura Bagh.
(B, L, D)

Day 7 Shahpura
Visit the ancient temple of Ram Dwara. The City Palace
is a blend of Rajput and Mughal architecture, and Dhikola
Fort stands majestically on a hill above verdant pastures
and lakes. Overnight at Shahpura Bagh. (B, L, D)
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Day 13 Dungarpur
The town is the embodiment of old-world charm. The
Palace nestles in idyllic repose, surrounded by forest on
the shores of the blue waters of Gaibsagar Lake. Day at
leisure to explore. Overnight at the Udai Bilas Palace. (B)

Day 14 Dungarpur to Devra (Udaipur)
The drive to Devra offers fine views of the City Palace
of Udaipur and the hill top fort of Sajjan Garh. Here are
wooded ghats and breathtaking sunsets. Remainder of
the day at leisure. Overnight at Devra. (B)

Day 8 Shahpura to Nimaj
Drive to Nimaj, where Chhatra Sagar’s tents
(a superb replica of a 1920’s hunting camp) are pitched
overlooking the beautiful lake alive with waterfowl.
Visit the village silversmiths, walk through the lovely
countryside, sail on the lake – or just relax and enjoy
the lovely location. Overnight at Chhatrasagar Deluxe
Camp. (B, L, D)

Day 9 Nimaj to Korta
Drive to Korta in the Aravali Hills, surrounded by serene
countryside and picturesque villages. Explore a Raika
tribal village. Overnight at Korta Escape. (B, L, D)

Day 10 Korta Escape
Morning at leisure, or try a horse ride to explore the
region’s tribal villages. Evening jeep safari to discover
rural Rajasthan up-close. Overnight at Korta Escape.
(B, L, D)

Day 11 Korta Escape to Poshina
Drive to Poshina and “Darbargarh Poshina”, a
heritage home set in the tribal lands of the Aravali Hills.
Afternoon village safari, to visit tribal villages of the
Hindu and Jain faith. Overnight at the Darbargarh
Poshina. (B, L, D)

Day 12 Poshina to Dungarpur
Drive to Dungarpur, “City of Hills”. Founded in the
13th century, it rose to its peak under the Guhilot
Ahara Suryavanshi Rajputs. Overnight at the
Udai Bilas Palace. (B)

Day 15 Devra to Udaipur to Devra
Sightseeing in Udaipur includes the bazaars, the grand
City Palace, the Garden of the Maids of Honour
and the Jagdish Temple (famed for its elephant motifs).
Boat ride on Lake Pichola. Overnight at Devra. (B)

Day 16 Devra to Devigarh
Drive to Devigarh, situated in the Aravali hills.
The restored fort, Devigarh Palace,
was conceived as a place where
the past and the modern
present meet harmoniously.
Overnight at Devigarh. (B)

Day 17 Devigarh
Day free to enjoy the
hotel’s facilities which
include spa, wellness
therapies and massages,
a pool table, kite flying
and croquet lawn.
Overnight at Devigarh (B)

Day 18 Devigarh to Delhi
Fly to Delhi and transfer
to your hotel. Farewell
dinner. Overnight at
The Claridges.
(B, D)

Day 19 Delhi and Departure
Transfer to the airport for
your flight home.

Meherangarh Fort - Jodhpur
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Southern

Treasures
A beautifully balanced over-view of South India, where Mysore’s opulent City
Palace reflects the rich legacy of erstwhile Maharajas, and Nargarhole National
Park reveals abundant wildlife before the hill stations at Ooty and Wayanad
recall days of the British Raj. In northern Kerala we visit historic Fort Cochin,
then lazily glide on the tranquil backwaters by houseboat. Finally a few days
of relaxation on the shores of Lake Vambanad or the coast at Mararikulam
complete a memorable journey.
Day 1 Arrive Bangalore
Arrive Bangalore, noted for wide avenues, classic bungalows
and Gothic churches. City tour visits the Botanical Gardens,
Tipu Sultans Fort and the Bull Temple. Overnight at the
Taj West End.

Day 2 Bangalore to Mysore
Drive to Mysore. Sightseeing includes the magnificent City
Palace with its carved silver doors and superb stained glass.
Overnight at the Windflower Spa Resort. (B)

Day 3 Mysore
Excursion to Srirangapatnam and Tipu Sultan’s summer
palace and the beautiful Hoysala Temples at Somnathpur.
Overnight at the Windflower Spa Resort. (B)
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Keralan Backwaters

Day 4 Mysore to Nagarhole
On to Nagarhole National Park, one of the South India’s
finest wildlife sanctuaries. Game viewing by Jeep.
Overnight at Cicada Kabini. (B, L, D)

Day 5 Nagarhole
Morning and afternoon game viewing in search of the
varied wildlife. On the banks of the Kabini River,
birdlife in particular can be observed from Cicada Kabini.
Overnight at Cicada Kabini. (B, L, D)

Day 6 Nagarhole to Kurumbadi
Drive to Kurumbadi, a romantic resort set in an aromatic
spice plantation growing nutmeg, cloves and pepper.
Overnight at Kurumba Village Resort. (B, L, D)
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Day 7 Excursion to Ooty
Full day visit to the British Raj hill station at Ooty.
Set among tea plantations and shola forests, it is
a fine place to relax, walk, or boat on the lake.
Overnight at Kurumba Village Resort. (B, L, D)

Day 8 Kurumbadi to Wayanad
Take the “toy train” to Coonoor and drive to Wayanad.
Its wildlife, plantations and resorts are a paradise for walkers
and nature enthusiasts. Overnight at The Tranquil Resort.
(B, L, D)

Day 9 Wayanad
Visit to Muthunga National Park, home to elephants,
leopards, Indian bison, bears and wild boar. Rare species of
flora, including medicinal plants and herbs, flourish here.
Overnight at The Tranquil Resort. (B, L, D)

Day 10 Wayanad to Thalassery
Drive to Thalassery on the Arabian Sea, where the East India
Company started, and the first game of cricket was played in
India! Overnight at Ayesha Manzil. (B, L, D)

Day 11 Thalassery
Explore the town’s markets, witness traditional rituals at a
Hindu temple and laze away the afternoon on the palmfringed beach. Ayesha Manzil is a 19th century colonial
mansion overlooking the sea. Overnight at Ayesha Manzil.
(B, L, D)

Day 12 Thalassery to Kozhikode

Day 17

Backwaters
Disembark and drive through coffee and rubber
plantations to Kumarakom, where comfortable cottages,
swimming pool and Ayurvedic massages await, or across
Vembanad Lake to Marakikulam and the superb Marari
Beach Resort. Overnight at Coconut Lagoon or
Marari Beach. (B)

Day 18

Kumarakom or Mararikulam
Day at leisure to enjoy the hotel’s many facilities,
including Ayurveda & spa facilities. Overnight at
Coconut Lagoon or Marari Beach. (B)

Day 19

Kumarakom or Mararikulam
Day at leisure. Overnight at Coconut Lagoon or
Marari Beach. (B)

Drive to Calicut, and a renowned Ayurvedic Centre set in
a sprawling coconut grove on the backwaters among
swaying graceful palms. Overnight at Kadavu Resort
& Ayurveda Centre. (B)

Kumarakom or Mararikulam
Day at leisure. Late check-out. (B)

Day 13 Kozhikode

Transfer to Cochin airport for your flight home.

Day 20

Day 21 Cochin and Departure

Activities include Ayurvedic treatments, boating on the river,
fishing, a visit to Beypore Fort or the bird sanctuary at
Kadalundi. Overnight at Kadavu Resort & Ayurveda
Centre. (B)

Day 14 Kozhikode to Cochin
Drive through the Eastern Ghats to Cochin, the “Venice of
the East”. Evening Kathakali dance drama enacting stories
from the Ramayana and Mahabharta epics. Overnight at
the Brunton Boatyard. (B)

Day 15 Cochin
Visit the 16th century Jewish synagogue and the Dutch
Palace. Afternoon boat cruise to the Bolghatty Palace
and the famous Chinese fishing nets. Overnight at the
Brunton Boatyard. (B)

Day 16 Cochin to the Backwaters
Drive to Alleppey. Board your houseboat to cruise the
palm-fringed channels of the backwaters and cross
Vembanad Lake. Overnight on houseboat. (B, L, D)
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Southern

Splendour
South Indian heritage has been beautifully recorded in many breathtaking temple complexes. This tour
focuses on Tamil Nadu and Kerala, following the Dravidian temple art evolution while exploring a land of
vivid colours, palm fringed beaches, hill stations, tranquil backwaters, plentiful wildlife, exotic flora and
friendly people.
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Day 1 Arrive Chennai (Covelong)
Arrive Chennai and transfer to Covelong. Remainder of
the day at leisure. Overnight at Taj Fisherman’s Cove.

Day 2 Chennai (Covelong)
Mahabalipuram and Kanchipuram saw the beginning of
Dravidian temple art. From the earliest examples, carved
in solid granite on the beach, they spread with increasing
refinement throughout southern India. Overnight at Taj
Fisherman’s Cove. (B)

Day 3 Covelong to Pondicherry
Drive to Pondicherry, the restored attractive former
French colony with its chic streets, elegant houses and
ornamental gardens. Afternoon sightseeing. Overnight at
The Promenade. (B)

Day 4 Pondicherry to Thanjavur (Tanjore)
Drive to Tanjore, visiting the temples of Chidambaram
en-route. Tanjore, considered the cultural capital of India
in the 18th century, is still an important center of South
Indian art and architecture. Afternoon sightseeing.
Overnight at the Ideal River View Resort. (B)

Day 5 Thanjavur to Chettinadu to Thanjavur
Visit an architectural marvel, Chettinadu Mansion, built in
1902. Its 126 rooms, towering pillars, beautiful balconies
and hidden lofts reflect a by-gone era of gracious living.
Overnight at the Ideal River View Resort. (B)

Day 6 Thanjavur to Madurai
Onward to Madurai, known as the Temple City.
Afternoon at leisure. Overnight at The Gateway. (B)

Day 7 Madurai
Visit the Sri Meenakshi Temple. This stunning, massive
temple complex forms the heart of the 2,500 year old
city of Madurai. Overnight at The Gateway. (B)

Day 8 Madurai to Pollachi
Drive to the “Coconut City” of the south through the
scenic Palni Hills. “Shenbaga Vilasam” built in the early
1900s sits in the midst of hundreds of acres of beautiful
farmland. This small hotel is decorated with family
heirlooms and antiques. Overnight at Shenbaga Vilasam.
(B, L, D) Only vegetarian meals are served.

Day 9 Pollachi

elephant and gaur, and a rich variety of water birds.
The forests are home to tiger and leopard. Afternoon game
viewing is by boat. Overnight at Spice Village. (B)

Day 12 Periyar
Morning nature walk. Afternoon at leisure.
Overnight at Spice Village. (B)

Day 13 Periyar to Cochin
By road to Cochin, “Venice of the East”. Evening Kathakali
dance drama, enacting stories from the Hindu Ramayana and
Mahabharta epics. Overnight at Taj Malabar. (B)

Day 14 Cochin to The Backwaters
Sightseeing includes the Dutch Palace and 16th
century Jewish synagogue. Board your houseboat
and cruise along palm-fringed channels in the
backwaters. Overnight on Houseboat. (B, L, D)

Day 15 Backwaters to Kovalam
Drive to Kovalam. The sumptuous Taj Green Cove
Resort is set in 10 acres of exotic tropical beauty,
with breathtaking views of the backwaters and
unspoilt beaches. Remainder of the day at leisure.
Overnight at the Taj Green Cove. (B)

Day 16 Kovalam
Day at leisure. Overnight at the
Taj Green Cove. (B)

Day 17 Kovalam to Mumbai

Explore Pollachi on your own. Options include a village walk
or cart ride. A visit to Palkkad Fort can also be arranged.
Overnight at Shenbaga Vilasam. (B, L, D) Only vegetarian
meals are served.

Drive to Trivandrum and fly to Mumbai.
Remainder of the day free. Overnight at
the Taj Mahal Palace & Towers. (B)

Day 10 Pollachi to Munnar

Day 18 Mumbai

Drive to the hill station of Munnar, once the summer retreat
of the former British Government in South India. Afternoon
visit the Eravikulam National Park, home to endangered
Nilgiri tahr (ibex). The area is a picturesque tapestry of lush
tea plantations. Overnight at Windermere Estate. (B, L, D)

Morning visit to the cave temples
on Elephanta Islands. Afternoon
sightseeing of Mumbai. Overnight
at the Taj Mahal Palace & Towers. (B)

Day 11 Munnar to Periyar
Drive to Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary, noted for its herds of

Day 19 Mumbai and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your
flight home.

Kathakali dancers

21

MoI Final Brochure 2014_Layout 1 16/12/2014 09:33 Page 23

Keralan

Odyssey
Kerala’s unique geographical features, along with the welcoming hospitality of its friendly people, have
made it one of India’s most popular destinations. Cultural refinement, exotic wildlife, emerald backwaters,
sprawling plantations and tropical beaches all offer a fascinating and memorable experience.

Main image: Chinese fishing nets - Cochin
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Keralan villa

Day 1

Arrive Cochin
Arrive Cochin and transfer to your hotel. Tour of old Fort
Cochin includes the Dutch Palace, Jewish Synagogue and
St Francis Church. Overnight at Brunton Boatyard.

Day 2 Cochin
Boat cruise visiting the Bolghatty Palace and the Chinese
fishing nets. Afternoon free. Evening Kathakali dance
performance. Overnight at Brunton Boatyard. (B)

Day 3 Cochin to Periyar
Drive to Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary, situated on the shores of
Periyar Lake. Afternoon game viewing by boat. Periyar, home
to 62 mammals and 320 species of bird, is known for elephant
sightings. Overnight at Spice Village. (B)

Day 4 Periyar
Options today include game viewing, walking to Mangala
Devi temple in Thekkady Forest or visiting a tea plantation.
Overnight at Spice Village. (B)

Day 8 Kumarakom or Mararikulam
At leisure. Overnight at Coconut Lagoon or
Marari Beach Resort. (B)

Day 9 Kumarakom or Mararikulam to Olavipe
Drive to Olavipe where your hosts at Thekkanat Parayil will
welcome you. This 19th century home nestles in a very green
and unspoilt corner of rural Kerala on a working multi-crop
organic farm. The rest of the day is free to explore the house
and surroundings. Overnight at Thekkanat Parayil
(Home Stay). (B, L, D)

Day 10 Olavipe to Cochin
In the morning you can enjoy a village walk or boat ride.
Afternoon drive to Cochin. Overnight at Brunton Boatyard. (B)

Day 11 Cochin and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.

Day 5 Periyar to Backwaters
Drive through tea, rubber and spice plantations to the
backwaters. Board your houseboat and cruise slowly
through the beautiful palm-fringed channels. Overnight on
the Houseboat. (B, L, D)

Day 6 Kumarakom or Mararikulam
Disembark. Choice of relaxing locations is either Coconut
Lagoon on the shores of Vembanad Lake or Marari Beach
Resort on the coast near Cochin. Both offer comfortable
cottages, swimming pool and Ayurvedic massage in stunning
locations. Afternoon at leisure. Overnight at Coconut Lagoon
or Marari Beach Resort. (B)

Day 7 Kumarakom or Mararikulam
At leisure. Overnight at Coconut Lagoon or Marari Beach
Resort. (B)
Mussel seller
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Magic of the

South
This special tour provides a fascinating perspective on Southern India
with a varied focus on cities, hill stations and backwaters. The experience
is complemented by a diverse selection of accommodation in home stays,
boutique hotels and an historic club from the days of the Raj. The tour includes two major cities, Chennai
and Cochin, plus the centres of Dravidian Temple art, lush cardamom plantations and tranquil backwaters.
Main image: Shri Meenakshi Temple - Madurai
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Guruvayoor Temple elephant

Day 1

Arrive Chennai
Arrive Chennai and transfer to the Gymkhana Club,
founded in 1884 as an exclusive gentleman’s club.
Afternoon tour of Chennai. Overnight at the
Gymkhana Club.

Day 2 Chennai
Day excursion to Mahabalipuram and Kanchipuram.
The Dravidian school of temple art originated here
with monolithic carved-granite shore temples.
Overnight at the Gymkhana Club. (B)

Day 3 Chennai to Pollachi
Fly to Coimbatore and drive to Pollachi. Shenbaga
Vilasam is a small hotel of great character, built in the
early 1900’s in beautiful farmland. A perfect place to
experience South Indian culture and tradition.
Overnight at Shenbaga Vilasam. (B, L, D)

Day 4 Pollachi
Visit to Palakkad Fort and explore the village by bullock
cart. Overnight at Shenbaga Vilasam. (B, L, D)

Day 5 Pollachi to Karaikudi
Drive to Karaikudi in Chettinad. Here the Chettiars
built fascinating houses in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. The Bangala heritage hotel is a fine example.
Remainder of the day at leisure. Overnight at The
Bangala. (B, L, D)

Day 6 Karaikudi
Day excursion to Madurai to see the pinnacle of
Dravidian temple art, the amazing Shri Meenakshi
Temple complex. Overnight at The Bangala. (B, L, D)

Day 7

Karaikudi to Munnar
Drive to Munnar, a summer retreat in the days of the
Raj. Stay on a working cardamom plantation in a
delightful home built by planters in 1880. Overnight
at Casa Del Fauno. (B, L, D)

Day 8 Munnar
Visit Eravikulam National Park, home to Nilgiri tahr
(ibex), followed by a visit to the Tea Museum. Afternoon
at leisure. Overnight at Casa Del Fauno. (B, L, D)

Day 9 Munnar to Thekkady
Drive to Thekkady to stay at a delightful Cardamom
plantation. Afternoon at leisure to relax or explore.
Overnight at Aanavilasam. (B. L. D)

Day 10 Thekkady
Morning drive to Periyar National Park. Game viewing in
search of the multitude animals and bird life, including
tigers, by boat on the lake surrounded by lush forests.
Afternoon at leisure at the plantation.
Overnight at Anavilasam. (B. L. D)

Day 11 Thekkady to Vechoor
Drive to an island near the village of Vechoor to stay
at Philipkutty’s organic farm. A place to relax, enjoy and
experience life in the tranquil backwaters. Remainder of
the day at leisure.
Overnight at Philipkutty’s Farm. (B. L. D)

Day 12 Vechoor
Free day to relax. Optional visit to a coir factory or
coconut-extracting centre.
Overnight at Philipkutty’s Farm. (B. L. D)

Day 13 Vechoor to Cochin
Drive to Cochin and stay at Le
Colonial in Fort Cochin. Dating from
1506, it is one of Asia’s oldest
colonial houses. Exquisitely decorated
with artifacts from the colonial past,
it is reputed to have housed Vasco da
Gama. Evening Kathakali dance drama.
Overnight at Le Colonial. (B)

Day 14 Cochin
City tour includes the 16th
century Jewish synagogue,
the Dutch Palace and the
Chinese fishing nets.
Evening sunset cruise.
Overnight at Le Colonial. (B)

Day 15 Cochin and Departure
Transfer to the airport for
your flight home.
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Kerala
Extraordinaire
In harmony with a rich and colourful history, contemporary
Kerala remains true to its cultural heritage. To experience its
charms up-close this tour stays in ancestral homes, boutique
hotels and a refined beach resort. It provides a varied mix that
will appeal to those who like to get a bit off the beaten path.
Discover some of the many hidden aspects of Kerala’s cultural,
historic and natural wonders.
Day 6 Privacy - Backwaters
Join your houseboat and cruise slowly through
the palm-fringed backwaters. Overnight on
the Houseboat. (B, L, D)

Day 7

Day 1 Arrive Cochin
Arrive Cochin. Evening attend Kathakali dance-drama,
known for its elaborate makeup and costumes, which
originated in the 17th century. The performances re-enact
epics from the Ramayana and Mahabharata. Malabar House
is a boutique hotel located in the heart of historic Fort Kochi.
It is converted from an 18th Century Dutch colonial
residence and furnished with antiques and art. It is a haven
of tranquility. Overnight at Malabar House.

Day 2 Cochin to Olavipe
City tour includes the Dutch Palace, 16th century
Jewish synagogue, and dramatic Chinese fishing
nets. Drive to Thekkanat Parayil at Olavipe.
This 19th century home nestles in a verdent and
unspoilt corner of rural Kerala on a working
multi-crop organic plantation. Remainder of the
day free to explore. Overnight at the Thekkanat
Parayil (Home Stay). (B, L, D)

Day 3

Olavipe
Free day to explore. Browse through the family archives,
a treasure-trove of old family documents, letters and
photographs; wander the plantation; boat on the lake.
Overnight at the Thekkanatt Parayil. (B, L, D)

Day 4 Olavipe to Vembanad
Lake drive to Sanctuary Bay, a secluded setting
on the palm-fringed shores of Vembanad Lake.
The Privacy is the ultimate stylish ‘backwater’ retreat,
tastefully and comfortably decorated with works of art,
colourful fabrics and period furniture. Overnight at
The Privacy. (B, L, D)

Day 5 The Privacy
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Day at leisure. Explore village life by bike, or take a boat
trip on the lake and lagoons. Overnight at The Privacy.
(B, L, D)

Backwaters - Kalaketty Estate
Drive to Kalaketty rubber plantation, dating from the
1930’s. The house is set amidst huge, old mahogany, teak,
mangostene, nutmeg and clove trees and overlooks lush
green paddy fields. Overnight at the Kalaketty Estate
(Home Stay). (B, L, D)

Day 8 Kalaketty Estate
A relaxing day exploring the estate by jeep. For bird
watchers there are kingfishers, mynas, woodpeckers,
Indian koels, magpies and racket-tailed drongos. Overnight
at the Kalaketty Estate (Home Stay). (B, L, D)

Day 9 Kalaketty to Mararikulam
Drive to Mararikulam near Cochin. Afternoon at leisure to
enjoy eco-friendly luxury at the ultimate coastal hideaway.
Overnight at Marari Beach Resort. (B)

Day 10 Mararikulam
Day at leisure. Overnight at Marari Beach Resort. (B)

Day 11 Marari to Cochin
Morning at leisure. Drive to Cochin.
Overnight at Malabar House. (B)

Day 12 Cochin and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.

MoI Final Brochure 2014_Layout 1 16/12/2014 09:34 Page 28

Eden of the

East
This combination of cultural heritage, natural wonders and
wildlife concentrates on northeast India. From Kolkata into
the Himalayan foothills you visit places little touched by time
and the outside world, and wildlife sanctuaries that are home
to many creatures not seen in the better-known parks.
In between, Glenburn and Jorhat reveal the secrets of
producing fine teas.

Day 1 Arrive Kolkata (Calcutta)
Arrive Kolkata and transfer to your hotel. Remainder of
the day at leisure. Overnight at The Oberoi Grand.

Day 2 Kolkata
Sightseeing includes the Victoria Memorial and St. Paul’s
Cathedral. Overnight at The Oberoi Grand. (B)

Day 3 Kolkata to Glenburn Tea Estate
Fly to Bagdogra and then drive to Glenburn Tea Estate, with its
breathtaking views of the Kanchenjunga Mountain Range.
Overnight at Glenburn Tea Estate. (B, L, D)

Day 4 Glenburn Tea Estate
Morning tour of the estate and tea factory. The spectacular views
have been an inspiration for artists, writers and photographers.
Overnight at Glenburn Tea Estate. (B, L, D)

Day 5

Glenburn Tea Estate to Siliguri
Morning at leisure. Drive to Siliguri in the eastern Himalaya,
gateway to West Bengal, Sikkim and Assam. Overnight at Royal
Sarovar Premier. (B, L, D)

Day 6 Siliguri to Manas National Park
Train to Barpeta and transfer to Manas National Park.
Here 19 of India’s most endangered animal species are protected,
including tigers, golden langurs, rhinos, elephants and clouded
leopards. Game viewing. Overnight at Bansbari Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 7 Manas National Park
Morning and afternoon game viewing. Overnight at
Bansbari Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 8 Manas to Guwahati
Drive to Guwahati, Assam’s largest city, on the Brahmaputra.
Afternoon city tour. Overnight at Kiranshree Portico. (B)

Day 9 Guwahati to Kaziranga
Drive to Kaziranga National Park, refuge of the one-horned
rhino. Tigers, buffalo, swamp deer, hog deer, wild boar,
gibbons and capped langurs are also resident. Game viewing.
Overnight at Diphlu River Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 10 Kaziranga
Morning and afternoon game viewing. Overnight at Diphlu
River Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 11 Kaziranga to Jorhat
Drive to Jorhat, where the narrow gauge railway aided
growth of the tea industry. Visit to a tea estate.
Overnight at Kaziranga Golf Resort. (B, L, D)

Day 12 Jorhat to Kolkata
Fly to Kolkata. Overnight at The Oberoi Grand. (B)

Day 13 Kolkata and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.
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Tiger

Country
The tiger, king of India’s jungles, symbolises all of its wildlife. Visits to four renowned national parks maximises
the chances of seeing this increasingly rare, elusive and endangered cat. These parks are home to a great
variety of wildlife and birds, indeed the marshlands of Bharatpur and Chambal are an ornithologist’s paradise.
The tour also includes historic and cultural interest with Old & New Delhi, the Taj Mahal in Agra, Gwalior’s
magnificent fort and Orchha’s superb temples.
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Day 1

Arrive Delhi
Arrive Delhi and transfer to your hotel.
Overnight at the Taj Palace.

Day 2 Delhi to Ranthambhore
Sightseeing in Old and New Delhi, visiting Humayun’s
Tomb, Qutab Minar, Red Fort, Jama Masjid Mosque,
Chandni Chowk (Moonlight Square) and India Gate.
Afternoon train to Sawai Madhopur. Overnight at Taj
Sawai Madhopur Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 3

Ranthambhore
Morning and afternoon game viewing. Ranthambhore
National Park is rightly famous for daytime sightings of
tigers. Overnight at Taj Sawai Madhopur Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 4 Ranthambhore
Morning and afternoon game viewing. Overnight at Taj
Sawai Madhopur Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 5 Ranthambhore to Bharatpur
Drive to Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary, one of the finest in Asia,
with over 350 species of birds. Afternoon bird watching by
cycle rickshaw or on foot. Overnight at The Bagh. (B)

Day 6 Bharatpur to Chambal Safari Lodge (Jarar)
On to Chambal Safari Lodge, an oasis of calm and tranquility
in a heritage plantation. En-route visit the Taj Mahal in Agra.
Evening nature walk with a resident naturalist. Overnight at
Chambal Safari Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 7 Chambal Safari Lodge
Game viewing by boat on the Chambal River. Afternoon
camel safari along riverbanks, through villages and up to
Fort Ater, an historic stronghold in Mughal times.
Overnight at Chambal Safari Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 13 Bandhavgarh National Park
Morning and afternoon game viewing.
Overnight at King’s Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 14 Bandhavgarh to Kanha
By road to Kanha National Park, whose lush landscape
inspirated Rudyard Kipling’s “Jungle Book”. An excellent
park, abundant with animal and bird life. Afternoon game
viewing. Overnight at Kanha Earth Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 15 Kanha National Park
Morning and afternoon game viewing.
Overnight at Kanha Earth Lodge. (B, L, D)
Day 16 Kanha to Delhi
Drive to Jabalpur and fly to Delhi. Farewell dinner.
Overnight at the Taj Palace. (B, D)

Day 17 Delhi and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.

Day 8 Chambal Safari Lodge to Gwalior
Drive to Gwalior, dating from the 8th century and noted
for its magnificent fort. Evening sound and light show
at Gwalior Fort. Overnight at Taj Usha Kiran Palace. (B)

Day 9 Gwalior to Orchha
On to the medieval city of Orchha, former capital of the
Bundela Rajputs and virtually undisturbed by time.
Afternoon sightseeing. Overnight at Amar Mahal. (B)

Day 10 Orchha to Panna
Drive to Panna National Park. Afternoon game viewing.
Overnight at Sarai at Toria. (B, L, D)

Day 11 Panna National Park
Morning and evening game viewing, seeking tigers, jungle
cats, leopards, desert cats and civets, nilgai, sambar deer,
cheetal, chausingha, chinkara and wild boar.
Overnight at Sarai at Toria. (B, L, D)

Day 12 Panna to Bandhavgarh
Drive to Bandhavgarh National Park, with the highest
known density of tigers in India. Afternoon game viewing.
Overnight at King’s Lodge. (B, L, D)

Gharials
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Wild

Wonders
A superb opportunity to observe the natural world, this tour visits the cream of India’s wildlife reserves
in just ten days. Bandhavgarh, Kanha and Ranthambhore offer the best chances of tiger sightings, and
are home to an extensive variety of predatory and grazing creatures. Indigenous and migratory
bird life is prolific, especially at Bharatpur, a world-renowned bird sanctuary.

Above from left: Leopard, Nilgiri Tahr, Rhino
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Day 1 Arrive Delhi
Arrive Delhi and transfer to your hotel. Remainder of
the day at leisure. Overnight at The Imperial.

Day 2 Delhi to Bandhavgarh
Fly to Khajuraho then drive to Bandhavgarh. This “Project
Tiger” reserve is small but has India’s highest density
of tigers. Afternoon game viewing. Overnight at
Mahua Kothi. (B, L, D)

Day 3 Bandhavgarh
Morning and afternoon game viewing. Overnight at Mahua
Kothi. (B, L, D)

Day 4 Bandhavgarh
Morning and afternoon game viewing. Overnight at Mahua
Kothi. (B, L, D)

Day 5 Bandhavgarh to Kanha
Drive to Kanha National Park, noted for langurs, sambar
and barking deer, wild boar and gaurs. Predators include
leopard, wild dog and, of course, tiger. Afternoon game
viewing. Overnight at Banjaar Tola. (B, L, D)

Day 6 Kanha
Morning and afternoon game viewing. Kanha has excellent
bird watching, including painted partridges, shaheen
falcons, serpent eagles and golden orioles. Overnight at
Banjaar Tola. (B, L, D)

Day 7 Kanha to Delhi
Transfer to Jabalpur for flight to Delhi. Overnight at
The Imperial. (B)

Day 8 Delhi to Agra
Drive to Agra en-route visiting Sikandra, the tomb of
Akbar. Later visit Agra Fort and, at sunset, the Taj Mahal,
the memorial built by Shahjahan for his beloved wife.
Overnight at The Oberoi Amarvilas. (B)

Day 9 Agra to Delhi
Visit Taj Mahal at sunrise. Drive to Delhi.
Farewell dinner. Overnight at The Imperial. (B, D)

Day 10 Delhi and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.

Wildlife Parks
India is rich with Wildlife Parks and we have included many
of the best in the itineraries in this brochure. However, there
are many others and we would be delighted to discuss them
with you. Here are a few excellent examples.
Great Himalayan National Park
Bounded by the Himalayas and covering four ecological zones the
park’s complex geography and variations in altitude encompass an
enormous range of species spanning sub-tropical to alpine. Few
sanctuaries present such a variety of wildlife habitat and biological
diversity. Environmentally sympathetic, visitors can explore only
on foot with day walks or longer treks.
Bhitarkanika National Park
A unique habitat of mangrove forests, meandering water courses
and mud-flats on the Bay of Bengal in Orissa, these wetlands are
home to leopards, hyenas, sambar deer, monitor lizards, marine
turtles and estuarine crocodiles. Abundant birdlife includes
kingfishers, woodpeckers, white-bellied sea eagles and varied
migrating species throughout the year.
Sundarbans National Park (West Bengal)
Southwest of Kolkata, this unique wildlife park is spread across
the vast Ganges delta. It covers 10,000 sq km and contains the
world’s largest mangrove forest. Sunarbans is home to a number
of rare and endangered species. Here you can find tigers, jungle
and fishing cats, axis deer, monitor lizards, wild boar, rhesus
monkeys, mongooses, crocodiles, herons, egrets, cormorants,
fishing and sea eagles, terns and kingfishers.
Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary
Karnataka’s premier wildlife sanctuary covers some 835 sq. kms
with undulating hills, deep river valleys and rich verdant forest.
Wildlife safaris in search of the diverse animal and birdlife, which
includes elephants, tigers, leopards, gaurs, flying squirrels, crested
serpent eagles, golden-backed woodpeckers and magpie robins,
are by jeep, on foot, and coracles on the Kali River. Comfortable
accommodation is in tented cottages or a spacious lodge.

Panna NP near Bandhavgarh

Desert National Park (Rajasthan)
Situated near Jaisalmer in the heart of the Thar Desert, it covers
an area of 3,162 sq km. There is an abundance of birdlife including
the endangered great Indian bustards, eagles, harriers, falcons,
buzzards, kestrals and vultures. Other notable inhabitants include
blackbucks, desert foxes, wolves, spiny-tailed and monitor lizards
and desert cats. Safaris are arranged from Jaisalmer.

31

MoI Final Brochure 2014_Layout 1 16/12/2014 09:34 Page 33

Call of the

Wild
Visiting seven geographically diverse National Parks,
this itinerary offers a comprehensive spectrum of birds and wildlife. At Gir there are Asiatic lions and serpent
eagles, at Velvadar pelicans and flamingoes, at Dasada Indian wild asses and desert foxes, at Tadoba tigers
and wild buffalo, at Pench tigers and wild dogs and at Satpura leopards and sloth bears. Cultural and historic
interest includes Mumbai - Gateway of India and Elephanta Island caves, Delhi Red Fort and Jama Masjid, and
Agra the Taj Mahal.
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Day 1

Arrive Mumbai
Arrive Mumbai and transfer to your hotel.
Overnight at The Taj Mahal Palace.

Day 2 Mumbai
Full day sightseeing, including the Gateway of India,
Elephanta Island, Prince of Wales Museum, Mani Bhawan,
Dhobi Ghat, Crawford Market and a drive along Marine
Drive. Overnight at The Taj Mahal Palace. (B)

Day 3 Mumbai to Gir (National Park)
Fly to Diu and drive to Gir National Park. Remainder of the
day at leisure. Overnight at The Gateway Hotel Gir Forest.
(B, D)

Day 4 Gir (National Park)
Morning and afternoon game drives. Gir is the only place in
the world where the Asiatic lion is found. It is also home to
panthers, cheetals, wild boar, crested serpent eagles, eagle
owls, pygmy woodpeckers and many others creatures.
Overnight at The Gateway Hotel Gir Forest. (B, L, D)

Day 5 Gir
Morning and evening game drives. Overnight at The
Gateway Hotel Gir Forest. (B, L, D)

Day 6 Gir to Velvada
Morning game drive at Gir. After lunch drive to Velvadar,
originally established primarily for the protection of the
endangered blackbuck. Remainder of the day at leisure.
Overnight at The Blackbuck Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 7 Valvada
Morning and evening game drives. Valvadar is known for
blackbucks, nilgai, jackals, foxes, pelicans, flamingos, storks
and cranes. Overnight at The Blackbuck Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 8 Valvada to Dasada
Drive to Dasada. Remainder of the day at leisure.
Overnight at Rann Riders. (B, L, D)

Day 9 Dasada
Jeep safari into the Little Rann of Kutch, the only remaining
habitat of the Indian wild ass. There are also chinkara, desert
foxes, jackals, wolves and blackbucks. Prolific birdlife
includes pelicans, flamingos, cranes, Indian bustards and
sand grouse. Overnight at Rann Riders. (B, L, D)

Day 10 Dasada to Nagpur
Drive to Ahmedabad and fly to Nagpur, the geographical
centre of India. Overnight at the Tuli Imperial. (B, L)

Day 11 Nagpur to Tadoba
Drive to Taboda National Park, a treasure trove of mammals
and birds. It is home to tigers, panthers, sloth bears, hyenas,
jackals, wild dogs and sambar deer. Evening game drive.
Overnight at Svasara Jungle Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 12 Tadoba
Morning and evening game drives. Overnight at Svasara
Jungle Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 13 Tadoba to Pench
Drive to Pench National Park, which is a Project Tiger
Reserve. Varied topography supports a mosaic of verdant
valleys and dry deciduous forest. Tigers, leopards, wild dogs,
wolves, sloth bears, chickara and barking deer can be found
here. Evening game drive. Overnight at Jamtara Wilderness
Camp. (B, L, D)

Day 14 Pench
Morning and evening game drives. Overnight at Jamtara
Wilderness Camp. (B, L, D)
Day 15 Pench to Satpura
Drive to Satpura National Park. Fauna comprise spotted deer,
bison, tigers, sloth bears, porcupines, otters. Numerous water
bodies attract many species of birdlife. Evening game drive.
Overnight at Denwa Backwater Escape. (B, L, D)

Day 16 Satpura
Morning game drive by jeep. Late evening a night
spotlighting safari, to seek nocturnal creatures such as
leopards and hyenas. Overnight at Denwa Backwater Escape.
(B, L, D)

Day 17 Satpura
Morning boat safari on the Denwa River to observe
crocodiles and birdlife. Evening game drive. Overnight at
Denwa Backwater Escape. (B, L, D)

Day 18 Satpura to Agra
Drive to Bhopal and train to Agra. Remainder of the day at
leisure. Overnight at the Trident Agra (B)

Day 19 Agra to Delhi
Visit the immortal Taj Mahal at sunrise. Drive to Delhi.
Overnight at The Claridges. (B)

Day 20 Delhi
Full day sightseeing in Old and New Delhi includes
Humayun’s Tomb, Qutab Minar, Red Fort, Jama Masjid
(Mosque) and Chandni Chowk market. Overnight at
The Claridges. (B)

Day 21 Delhi and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.
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Himalayan

Walks & Wildlife
This itinerary concentrates on wildlife viewing amongst the spectacular scenery of national parks in the
Himalayan foothills. Two days walking between Naugaon and Binsar takes you along forest trails not
accessible to vehicles. The abundant birds and wildlife found in these parks reflect higher altitude habitats,
while including tigers, leopards and elephants. Sightseeing in the vibrant capital city of Delhi, the Taj Mahal at
Agra and the sacred city of Haridwar on the Ganges complete a well-rounded program.

Above from left: Bee-eaters (© Ekabhisek), Haridwar, Langur monkey
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Day 1

Arrive Delhi
Arrive Delhi and transfer to your hotel. Overnight at The Claridges. (B)

Day 2 Delhi
Sightseeing in Old and New Delhi. Includes Humayun’s Tomb, Qutab
Minar, Red Fort, Jama Masjid (Mosque) and the market district around
Chandi Chowk. Overnight at The Claridges. (B)

Day 3 Delhi to Bhimtal
Drive to the Himalayan foothills and Bhimtal. Afternoon free to
discover this beautiful area. Overnight at Freddy’s Bungalow.

Day 4

Bhimtal
Walk through woodlands around Bhimtal Lake where birdlife and
butterflies abound. Overnight at Freddy’s Bungalow. (B, L, D)

Day 5 Bhimtal to Naugaon
Drive to Naugaon and Itmenaan Estate. Afternoon free to relax in this
serene location, explore the local village and make preparations for the
two-day walk ahead. Overnight at Itmenaan estate. (B, L, D)

Day 13 Corbet to Haridwar

Day 6

Morning drive to the sacred city of Haridwar on the Ganges. Afternoon
game drive in Rajaji National Park, near the foothills of the Himalayas.
The park is predominantly dense green jungle which supports a variety
of wildlife including elephants, tigers, leopards, sloth bears, Indian
hares, wild boars, jackals, barking deer. In the air, more than 300
species of birds can be found within the park area. Overnight at Aalia
Resort. (B, L, D)

Day 7 Ganghet to Thikalna

Day 14 Haridwar

Naugaon to Ganghet
Morning walk through peaceful woodland scenery to Ganghet Cottage.
Afternoon free to enjoy the area. Overnight at Ganghet Cottage.
(B, L, D)

Continue walking in the low hills to Thikalna Cottage. Overnight at
Thikalna Cottage. (B, L, D)

Day 8 Thikalna to Binsar
A short walk to the road and drive to the forested hills at Binsar, and
the Mary Budden Estate hidden inside the Wildlife Sanctuary. The
estate has been lovingly restored retaining its original charm while
incorporating modern convenience and understated luxury in its
accommodation. Afternoon free to explore the estate. Overnight at
Mary Budden Estate. (B, L, D)

Day 9 Binsar
A walking safari in Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary, home to leopards,
ghorals, monkeys, bears, jackals and over 200 species of resident and
migratory birds. Overnight at Mary Budden Estate. (B, L, D)

Day 10 Binsar to Corbett National Park
Drive to Corbett, India’s first and one of the best National Parks.
Its splendid landscape is comprised of hills, riverine areas, marshy
grasslands and a large lake. Dense deciduous forest covers much of
the park. Remainder of the day free. Overnight at Jim’s Jungle
Retreat. (B, L, D)

Day 11 Corbett

Morning game drive. Late afternoon visit to Har ki Pauri, the famous
ghat on the banks of the Ganges in Haridwar, to experience the Ganga
Aarti (offering of light) ceremony. Overnight at Aalia Resort. (B, L, D)

Day 15 Haridwar
Morning visit to a tribal village. Afternoon free. Overnight at Aalia
Resort. (B, L, D)

Day 16 Haridwar to Delhi
Morning drive to Delhi. Remainder of the day free. Overnight at The
Claridges. (B)

Day 17 Delhi to Agra
Morning drive to Agra via Akbar’s Tomb at Sikandra. Afternoon
visit Agra Fort and the Taj Mahal at sunset. Overnight at The
Trident. (B)

Day 18 Agra to Delhi
Visit to the Taj Mahal to see its marble and inlaid stones change hue as
the sun rises. Later drive to Delhi. Overnight at The Claridges. (B)

Day 19 Delhi and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.

Morning and afternoon game drives through breathtaking scenery, in
search of Corbett’s famous residents – tigers and elephants. The park
has 600 species of avifauna! Overnight at Jim’s Jungle Retreat. (B, L, D)

Day 12 Corbett
Morning safari on elephant-back. Afternoon game drive. Overnight at
Jim’s Jungle Retreat. (B, L, D)

Golden Jackal (© Koshyk)
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Himalayan

Kingdoms
There are many scenic and cultural wonders hidden in the eastern Himalayas. Visit Kolkata, India’s capital
during the British Raj. Discover Darjeeling, the hill-station famous for its unique teas, which sits on a spur of
the Ghoom ridge at over 2,155 metres overlooked by Kanchenjunga. Be enchanted in breathtakingly beautiful
Sikkim; a land of legend and mystery, with dense tropical vegetation and a strong Buddhist culture.
To finish, a stay at the relaxing Glenburn tea plantation.
Main image: Kanchenjunga above Darjeeling
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Day 1 Arrive Kolkata (Calcutta)
Arrive Kolkata and transfer to your hotel. Formerly
the capital of British Raj India, Kolkata is an historical
treasure trove. Remainder of the day at leisure.
Overnight at The Oberoi Grand. (B)

Day 2 Kolkata
Morning sightseeing includes the Victoria Memorial and
St, Paul’s Cathedral. Afternoon free to explore further.
Overnight at The Oberoi Grand. (B)

Day 3 Kolkata to Darjeeling
Morning flight to Bagdogra and drive through beautiful
foothills to Darjeeling. Possibility to ride the famous
Toy Train. Overnight at the Windamere. (B, L, D)

Day 4 Darjeeling
To Tiger Hill for sunrise over Kanchenjunga. Return via the
Ghoom Monastery, the oldest in Darjeeling. Afternoon visit
the Zoo, noted for snow leopards and pandas. Overnight at
the Windamere. (B, L, D)

Day 5 Darjeeling to Pelling

Day 8 Gangtok to Kalimpong
Drive to Kalimpong in the Himalayan foothills. A Raj hill
station with a stunning backdrop of towering snow capped
peaks. Time to explore. Overnight at Elgin Silver Oaks.
(B, L, D)

Day 9 Kalimpong to Glenburn Tea Estate
Drive to Glenburn Tea Estate, with its breathtaking views of
the Kanchenjunga Mountain Range. Remainder of the day
at leisure. Overnight at Glenburn Tea Estate. (B, L, D)

Day 10 Glenburn
Morning tour the estate and tea factory. An inspiration for
artists, writers and photographers; it is a place to relax.
Overnight at Glenburn Tea Estate. (B, L, D)

Day 11 Glenburn to Kolkata
Drive to Bagdogra and fly to Kolkata.
Overnight at The Oberoi Grand. (B)

Day 12

Kolkata and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.

Drive to Pelling, at an altitude of 2,092 metres,
with magnificent Himalayan vistas. Afternoon visit
the Pemayangtse Monastery, one of Sikkim’s oldest.
Overnight at Elgin Mt. Pandim. (B, L, D)

Day 6 Pelling to Gangtok
On to Gangtok, Sikkim’s capital, with fairytale houses
precariously balanced on steep mountain slopes. Afternoon
city tour. Overnight at Elgin Nor-Khill. (B, L, D)

Day 7 Gangtok
Head to Tsomgo Lake, its placid water in perfect harmony
with its environment. Situated at 3,692 metres, it is
simply beautiful with wildflowers and alpine vegetation.
Remainder of the day free in Gangtok.
Overnight at Elgin Nor-Khill. (B, L, D)
Tea Plucker

37

MoI Final Brochure 2014_Layout 1 16/12/2014 09:35 Page 39

High Road to

Leh
Ladakh is a land of awe-inspiring physical features, rugged and spectacular. Bounded by two of the world's
mightiest mountain ranges, the Karakoram to the north and the Himalaya to the south, it is both historically
and culturally Tibetan. Ancient monasteries and villages continue to preserve their traditional ways of life. The
tour also takes you to The Golden Temple in Amritsar, and Dharamsala - abode of the Dalai Lama. The best
season to visit is between July and September.

Above from left: Buddhist Monks, Golden Temple, Hemis Festival

Main image: Leh
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Golden Temple

Day 1

Arrive Delhi
Arrive Delhi and transfer to your hotel.
Overnight at the Oberoi Maidens.

Day 2 Delhi
Full day sightseeing of Old and New Delhi, including
Humayun’s Tomb, Qutab Minar, Jama Masjid (Mosque)
and India Gate. Overnight at the Oberoi Maidens. (B)

Day 3 Delhi to Amritsar
Train to Amritsar (Pool of Nectar). Evening visit Wagah,
the India/Pakistan border, to witness Beating Retreat and
the Changing of the Guard. Overnight at Hyatt Amritsar. (B)

Day 4

Amritsar to Dharamsala
Morning visit The Golden Temple, the Sikh’s most sacred.
Drive to Dharamsala in the magnificent Dhauladhar hill range,
through dense pine and deodar forests. Remainder of the day
at leisure. Overnight at Chonor House. (B)

Day 5 Dharamsala
Free day to explore McLeod Ganj, the residence of His Holiness
The Dalai Lama. The impressive monastery has larger than life
images of the Buddha, Padmasambhava and Avaloktwshwara.
Overnight at Chonor House. (B)

Day 6

Dharamsala to Palampur
Drive to Palampur, the tea plantation centre in the 19th century.
With many picturesque hamlets, colonial architecture, temples
and forts there is much to see. Afternoon free to explore.
Overnight at the Taragarh Palace. (B)

Day 7 Palampur to Manali
Morning drive through stunning scenery to Manali (2,050 m),
set among verdant forests under the high Himalaya.
Overnight at Manu Allaya. (B)

Day 8 Manali
Day free to relax or explore the town.
Overnight at Manu Allaya. (B)

Day 9 Manali to Jispa
Drive over the spectacular Rohtang Pass (3,978 m) to Jispa,
via Gondla. Arrive Jispa (3,142 m). Overnight at the Ibex.
(B, L, D)

Day 10 Jispa to Sarchu
Drive across the highland wilderness and over the Barlacha Pass
(4,892 m) to Sarchu (4,267 m). Overnight at the Tented Camp.
(B, L, D)

Day 11 Sarchu to Leh
Over the Lachung La Pass (5,065 m) and across high plains to
Leh (3,350 m), the historic capital of Ladakh.
Overnight at The Grand Dragon Ladakh. (B, L, D)

Day 12 Leh
City tour including Shanker Gompa (17th-18th Century).
Afternoon visit Shanti Stupa and explore the market.
Overnight at The Grand Dragon Ladakh. (B, L, D)

Day 13 Leh
Excursion to Hemis Gompa, Ladakh’s most affluent monastery,
and the Thiksey and Shey monasteries.
Overnight at The Grand Dragon Ladakh. (B, L, D)

Day 14 Leh to Uleytokpo
Drive to Uleytokpo via Likir Gompa founded in 12th century and the
Ridzong Monasteries. Overnight at Uley Ethnic Resort. (B, L, D)

Day 15 Uleytokpo
Excursion to Lamayuru, and
Alchi, the jewel among Ladakh’s
monastic foundations. Overnight
at Uley Ethnic Resort. (B, L, D)

Day 16 Uleytokpo to Leh
Drive to Leh. Remainder of the
day at leisure. Overnight at The
Grand Dragon Ladakh. (B, L, D)

Day 17 Leh to Delhi
Fly to Delhi. Farewell dinner.
Overnight at the Taj Palace. (B, D)

Day 18

Delhi
Day at leisure or optional visit to
Agra. Overnight at the Taj Palace. (B)

Day 19 Delhi and Departure
Transfer to the airport for
your flight home.
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Fine-Tuning Your

Holiday
Tailor-made holidays are infinitely variable. The itineraries listed in this brochure are a sample spectrum
of the amazing diversity of India’s attractions and how they can be moulded into a personalised itinerary.
It would be impossible to present every permutation, however here are a few additional activities and
destinations that you may wish to include in your holiday program.

On Horseback in Rajasthan
An equestrian adventure through Rajasthan’s desert terrain is a
unique experience in exploring the more remote splendour of this
regal state. Be it just a few days or a longer programme you will
stay at historic heritage hotels, traverse spectacular landscapes,
and discover rural communities where centuries old traditions
and customs are still followed. Itineraries can be adjusted to suit
rider’s abilities.
.
Best of the West
The hidden gems in India’s western region are many and diverse.
The unique cave temples of Ajanta & Ellora, carved from solid
granite and depicting images from the Buddhist, Hindu and
Jain religions, are easily reached from Udaipur or Mumbai.
In Gujarat, Palitana’s Jain temples, the rare Asiatic lions at
Gir, the remote Rann of Kachchh Sanctuary and superb
beaches at Diu and Mandvi await.

The Rough Roads - Rajasthan by Jeep
Visiting the major cities of Rajasthan is made easy by a
network of asphalt roads. However, away from these roads the
Thar Desert becomes inaccessible terrain. A Jeep’s rugged
capabilities give access to remote desert trails, and hidden
cultural and historic gems. Staying mainly in heritage hotels,
here’s an opportunity to really get off-the-beaten-track,
and discover a lesser-known Rajasthan.
Walking in India
Many of India’s diverse and beautiful landscapes are ideal
for walking. Ambling through a tea estate in Kerala, a few
days exploring forests near Shimla or dedicated trekking
in the Himalayan foothills are just a few examples. A walking
element can easily be included in your itinerary, and is a
wonderful way to enhance your India experience by closer
contact with the environment and its inhabitants.
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Summer

Retreats
India’s hill stations have long been a refuge from the heat of the
plains. Indeed, in the days of the British Raj, the government would
move to Shimla in the Himalayan foothills, and further south
officials would head for Ooty in the Western Ghats. These and
other locations have evolved to become summer retreats,
where you can “escape” and relax. Here we list five fine examples,
offering a variety of environments, activities and facilities.
The Oberoi Cecil - Shimla
The Oberoi Cecil reflects Shimla’s rich colonial history. Restored
to its original grandeur, the Oberoi Cecil is a celebration of the
elegance and grace of the Colonial era. Built around a beautiful
atrium, the rooms enjoy magnificent mountain views. A heated
swimming pool makes the Cecil a luxury resort for all seasons.
It offers traditional reviving treatments.

Glenburn Tea Estate

Kalmatia Sangam Himalaya Resort - Almora
In the heart of the Kumaon hills is Kalmatia Sangam, a delightful
“collection” of ten colonial-style cottages dotted around a
magical woodland hillside. Each cottage is unique and designed
with an eye to contemporary Indian style. There are spectacular
views of the Himalayas. Activities include massage, hiking,
visiting local villages, temples and the Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary.

The Glenburn Tea Estate - Darjeeling
In the shadow of Kanchenjunga, Glenburn Tea Estate
covers 1,600 acres. Here you can simply relax in the tranquil
environment or explore the plantation - hiking or bird watching.
Historic suites and gastronomic delights will enhance your stay.
Wildflower Hall - In the Himalayas - Shimla
In the breathtaking Himalayas, Wildflower Hall is set in a pine
and cedar forest. Beautifully restored to re-create grand colonial
style, the bedrooms, restaurants and heated swimming pool all
enjoy magnificent mountain views. This world-class spa offers
holistic treatments to relax and rejuvenate.

Munnar

Windermere Estate - Munnar
Set in beautiful hills near Munnar, Windermere Estate is where
manicured tea plantations merge with the lush green forests of
the Western Ghats. Hallmarked for its hospitality and tranquil
location, Windermere is a 60-acre cardamom plantation where
you can escape the lowland heat.
Wildflower Hall
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Spa &

Well-Being
Not so long ago the only health retreats in India were Hindu ashrams (monastic retreats) where the
centuries-old Ayurveda was practiced, offering holistic life-enhancing treatments including yoga.
Today, from the Himalayas to the southern tip of Kerala, an abundance of spas and health resorts
offer a spectrum of rejuvenating options in diverse and beautiful locations. Here we list our
recommended selection. Please request full details of individual Spas.

Above from left: Ananda, Oberoi Udaivilas, Suite at Devigarh
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Oberoi Rajvilas

Luxurious Spas
& Ayurvedic Resorts
NORTH INDIA

SOUTH INDIA

Ananda In the Himalayas
Nestled in the Himalayas, overlooking the town of
Rishikesh, is Ananda. Formally the residence of the
Maharaja of Tehri-Garhwal, it boasts 70 luxurious rooms,
lavish suites with private gardens and villas with sauna
and private pool. Dedicated to providing innovative
ways to restore and rejuvenate guests, it has been voted
one of the world’s top 5 Spas.

Coconut Lagoon - Kumarakom
Coconut Lagoon captures the essence of Kerala in
a tranquil and beautiful setting. With Heritage
Bungalows, Heritage Mansions and luxury private
Pool Villas, the renowned Ayurveda centre uses only
natural medicines. Expert therapists prescribe
appropriate treatments to relax and invigorate.

The Oberoi Rajvilas - Jaipur
The Oberoi Rajvilas is set in 32 acres of landscaped gardens,
where pavilions and reflection pools re-create the romance
and grandeur of Rajasthan. Rooms, luxury tents and villas
with private pools are clustered around delightful courtyards.
Personalized holistic and rejuvenating beauty treatments are
taken in the beautifully appointed spa suites.
Taj Rambagh Palace - Jaipur
The Rambagh Palace is a superb luxury palace hotel with
85 rooms and faithfully restored suites. The Taj Spa offers
spa treatments including traditional body therapies originally
created for Indian royalty.
The Oberoi Udaivilas - Udaipur
Udaipur is a city of majestic palaces and beautiful lakes.
The Oberoi Udaivilas captures this romance and splendour
with palatial architecture and a beautiful spa. Holistic
treatments drawn from Ayurveda, Thai and Western
techniques soothe and revitalize.
Devigarh - Near Udaipur
Devigarh Fort Palace is a suite only hotel with thirty nine
exquisite suites. Combined with a gymnasium, steam room,
sauna, Jacuzzi and beauty parlor, the hotel offers a complete
range of spa wellness therapies.
Kairali Ayurvedic Health Spa - New Delhi
A health spa dedicated to providing the benefits of therapies
based on traditional oil massage that have been used to
improve health for over five thousand years. Set in
beautiful mature gardens the spa’s bedrooms are spacious
and comfortable. A tranquil setting ideal for therapeutic
healing treatments.

Kalari Kovilakom - Palakkad (Kerala)
The Kalari Kovilakom is an “Ayurveda Palace”, with 18
palatial suites. It offers Ayurveda in its most authentic form,
and through a combination of massage, herbal treatments,
medicines, diet and purifying baths, you will see the world
afresh. Leave rejuvenated.
The Windflower Spa - Mysore
The Windflower Spa is serene,
and far from noise and pollution.
Forty-three elegant rooms and
suites complement the natural
surroundings. A unique and
varied blend of Eastern (Balinese
and Ayurvedic) and Western
(Hydrotherapy and Beauty)
spa treatments are available.

Devigarh

Somatheeram Ayurvedic Beach Resort - Kovalam
Somatheeram combines a beach resort with Ayurveda and
yoga. Set in fifteen acres of lush greenery, the widely spread
accommodation blends with coconut groves down to an
immaculate beach. Treatments include exclusive Ayurveda
packages to strengthen the immune system, revitalize and
prevent illness.
Niraamaya Retreats Surya Samudra - Kovalam
This renowned spa set in lush gardens on the Arabian Sea
is a perfect escape for relaxation and rejuvenation.
Traditional-style Keralan cottages offer old world charm
blended with modern comfort. Choose from treatments
based on therapeutic traditions from across the world.
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The Mighty

Brahmaputra

Our Brahmaputra cruises focus on Assam and
feature game viewing by jeep and on elephant
back, village walks, tea estates, exploring
country towns in cycle rickshaws, barbecues
on deserted river islands, cultural dance
performances and visits to craft workshops.
Taken as independent journeys or as part of
a longer tour, they are a unique experience of
India’s less accessible wonders. Full itinerary
details available on request.
THE VESSELS:
RV Charaidew, RV Sukapha & RV Rajmahal
Charaidew and Sukapha have 12 roomy double cabins
with en-suite facilities, complimented by salon, dining
room, bar and sun decks. Rajmahal, with 22 cabins,
is designed for water levels on the Ganges and
Hugli rivers. Fine service, cuisine, and comfortable
furnishings ensure a relaxing journey while India
passes by.
Assam Despatch 2
(November to April)
A 7-night cruise from Guwahati to Silghat near Tezpur.
Highlights are the Orang and Kaziranga National Parks
and the beautifully carved 6th century Da Parbatia
temples in Tezpur.
Assam Despatch 3
(October to April)
A 7-night cruise from Silghat to Neamati. Highlights are
Kaziranga National Park, the Hindu monasteries on Majuli
Island, famed for their dance drama, and the palaces and
temples of Sibsagar, the old capital of the Ahom kings.

Assam Despatch 4
(October to April)
A 10-night cruise from Neamati to Guwahati, including
Sibsagar, capital of the Ahom kings, Majuli Island with
its Hindu monasteries, Kaziranga National Park, the
Tezpur temples, Madan Kamdev and the silk weaving
village of Sualkuchi.
Wild Assam
(November to April)
4 nights concentrating on Manas, Kaziranga and Orang
National Parks, plus a 3-night river cruise. This is a
perfect way to discover Assam’s wilderness areas,
home to a multitude of flora and fauna including the
great Indian one-horned rhinoceros and rare
Gangetic dolphin.
Hugli Cruise
(August to April)
7-night cruises on the Hugli River to the Ganges,
between Kolkata (Calcutta) and Jangipur. Highlights
are the ruins of the medieval city of Gaur, Murshidabad,
capital of the Nawabs of Bengal, Bengali terracotta
temples and the colonial trading stations north
of Kolkata.
* “Assam Despatch” is derived from “Assam
Despatch Service”, the daily mail/passenger
service that once plied from Kolkata up the
Brahamaputra to Dibrugarh.

44

Spoonbill

* The day-to-day schedules may be changed
at short notice to suit local logistics.
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Keralan

Backwaters

Kerala’s Backwaters are a paradise of mangrove forests,
emerald green paddy fields and coconut groves, interspersed
with enchanting waterways adorned with water hyacinths.
Formerly trade routes along which barges brought rice and spices
to Cochin, they are now an enchanting and tranquil water-world.
This unforgettable journey will transport you in leisurely comfort
through this idyllic environment.

The VESSEL:
The Oberoi MV Vrinda
The Oberoi MV Vrinda is a superb cruiser, from which
the magic of Kerala can be experienced in luxurious
comfort and elegant style. Eight tastefully appointed
luxury cabins have king size beds, large picture windows,
timber floors and en-suite bathroom. Delicious
international and South Indian cuisines are served,
with each meal prepared to suit your taste.

Day 1 Arrive Cochin
Arrive Cochin. Transfer to Kumarakom and board the
MV Vrinda. Cross Vembanad Lake to enter the Alleppey
canal and cruise the scenic waterways, returning for
sunset and evening “Kathakali” dance performance.
Overnight on-board Vrinda. (B, L, D)

Day 2 Cruising on Vrinda and Rice boat excursion
Scenic backwaters reveal village and rural life. From
Kanjippadam a rice boat takes you along narrow channels to
see the statue of Lord Buddha at Karumadi and a traditional
Kerala tharavad (home). Return to Vrinda and lunch en-route
to Alleppey. Overnight on-board Vrinda. (B, L, D)

Day 3 Cruising on Vrinda and Rice boat excursion
Sail to Chambakulam and join a rice boat. Visit St. Mary’s

Church, Sree Bhagavathy Kshetram (Hindu Temple) and
explore Chambakulam “snake” boat yard, where racing
“snake” boats are built. Return on Vrinda to Vembanad
Lake and a Mohiniatta recital (Classical Keralan dance).
Overnight on-board Vrinda. (B, L, D)

Day 4 Departure
Breakfast while cruising on Vembanad Lake. Disembark
and transfer to the airport or onward travel arrangements.
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Beach

Combers
With over 6,000 kilometres of coastline and three groups of exotic tropical islands offshore, India has
some of the finest beach resorts to be found anywhere. Whether you seek developed resorts with a
full range of watersports, quiet secluded palm-fringed beaches or an island paradise in azure waters,
you will find it in India. Here we describe a variety of luxury resorts that can be a restful conclusion to
your itinerary or holidays in their own right.
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Relax in Luxury
The Leela - Goa
The Leela, set in seventy-five acres of lush gardens, including a
twelve-hole par 3 golf course, is 5 star deluxe. 186 rooms, suites
and villas, a host of dining options, spa facilities and diverse leisure
activities provide the ultimate beach holiday in relaxed luxury.
Taj Exotica - Goa
The truly luxurious 5 star Taj Exotica has 140 sophisticated rooms
and villas, all with elegant Goan-Portuguese décor, plus all the
facilities needed to “escape” and relax. The resort’s Taamra Spa
& Gym provides aromatherapy, Swedish, Balinese and Thai
massage, and more.
Marari Beach Resort - Mararikulam
Adjoining a sandy beach sheltered by coconut palms, 52 cottages
enjoy privacy and tranquility in beautifully landscaped grounds.
Winding pathways lead to the pool and restaurant. The Ayurveda
center’s treatments use relaxing oil or herbal massage, perfect for
relieving urban stress.
Taj Green Cove Resort - Kovalam
Overlooking one of India’s finest beaches, this superb resort has
breathtaking views of the backwaters, coconut palms, and the
unspoiled beach. Spacious rooms and suites provide peace and
tranquility, complemented by fine service, excellent cuisine,
Ayurveda spa and water sports.
The Leela - Kovalam
This 5 star deluxe resort has panoramic views of the lovely
Kovalam shoreline. Its 182 luxurious rooms and suites are a
perfect base from which to enjoy comprehensive facilities and
two beautiful beaches. The Ayurveda Spa has treatments to
rejuvenate both mind and body.
SwaSwara - OM Beach - Gokarna
SwaSwara, a spa resort set in thirty tranquil and beautiful rural
acres, offers yoga, pranayama (yogic breathing techniques)
and Ayurvedic treatments. Twenty-seven luxuriously appointed
self-contained villas are quiet retreats for therapeutic and
rejuvenating holidays.

The Leela Kovalam

Neeleshwar Hermitage - Mangalore
A secluded tropical oasis of calm set among swaying palms on the
Arabian Sea. A luxurious gem, the resort exudes serene tranquillity.
Detached traditional style cottages ensure privacy and comfort,
while attentive staff provide Keralan hospitality. All enhanced by
delicious Indian, Middle-Eastern and Continental cuisines.
Taj Fisherman’s Cove - Chennai
Originally a Dutch Fort, it is now one of South India’s finest beach
resorts. Its 88 comfortably appointed rooms and luxury cottages
front a white sandy beach lapped by the Bay of Bengal. Superb
service, fine cuisine, bars, sports and spa facilities make for a
rejuvenating and therapeutic experience.
Taj Exotica Resort & Spa - The Maldives
An exclusive and romantic island resort set in lush tropical
vegetation encircled by the clear blue waters of one of the
largest lagoons of the Maldives. This award winning resort offers
outstanding service, luxury accommodation, gourmet cuisine,
spa facilities and water sports.
Vivanta by Taj - Coral Reef - The Maldives
Hembadhu Island’s coral reef endows this superb Taj resort with
idyllic diving conditions. It offers delightful thatched bungalows
and water villas, culinary excellence in three distinctive restaurants,
health spa, sandy beaches and crystal-clear blue waters.
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India by

Rail
Established in 1853 India’s railway system is vast, carrying over 23 million people daily. In an immense and
physically diverse land it plays a key role in transportation. Among the opportunities to experience this
ubiquitous network are the famous “Toy Trains”, and prestigious “Travelling Palaces” whose concept was
taken from Royal Coaches, the personal railway coaches of the erstwhile rulers of the princely states of
northwest India.

Above from left: Amber Fort Elephants, Stone Chariot at Hampi, Arabian Sea Coast

Palace on Wheels (9 Days)
India’s first luxury train, this evocative journey in regal luxury
recalls a bye-gone era. Moving through the often dramatic
desert landscape the past unfolds revealing a time of autocratic
maharajas, their reigns reflected in the forts, palaces and temples
throughout Rajasthan. After a tour of Delhi the train travels to
Rajasthan’s terracotta-pink capitol, Jaipur, then on to
Ranthambhore National Park to seek tigers before visiting the
massive Rajput fort complex at Chittorgarh and the exotically
diverse towns of Udaipur, Jaisalmer, Jodhpur and finally Agra
with its immortal Taj Mahal.

The Golden Chariot (8 Days)

Golden Chariot
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Travel in royal grandeur through southern India on the
luxurious Golden Chariot, exploring varied aspects of
history, geography, architecture, culture and religion.
The train’s interior combines aesthetics from a regal
past with contemporary comfort and convenience.
Two grand journeys, Pride of the South and Southern
Splendour, transport you to magical sites such as
Hampi (Vijayanagar), Madurai’s Sri Menakshi Temple,
Shravanabelgola’s monolithic Jain statue, Mysore,
Fort Kochi and the Keralan backwaters.
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Maharajas’ Express
These luxurious excursions explore India’s rich diversity, timeless
traditions, exotic locales and vibrant cities steeped in history, which
is embodied in their spectacular architecture and monuments.
This sumptuous train provides relaxed regal ambience, attentive
personal service and superb cuisine.
Heritage India (8 Days)
An extraordinary voyage from Mumbai to Delhi, which offers diverse
insights into the rich heritage and culture of India. The journey explores
the legacy of imperial India with its fascinating heritage and exquisite
architecture - incredible cave temples at Ajanta, forts and palaces in
Rajasthan’s dramatic desert landscapes, the legendary Taj Mahal and
Ranthambhore in search of tigers.
Treasures of India and Gems of India (Each 4 Days)
The Golden Triangle – Delhi, Agra & Jaipur, plus tigers at Ranthambhore,
encapsulates the essence of India’s exotic attraction. These two short
sojourns differ in emphasis and timing to explore some of its magical
wonders including the Taj Mahal, Fatehpur Siki, Amber Fort, Jantar
Mantar and diverse wildlife.
India Panorama (8 Days)
This journey encompasses a spectrum of India’s magnificent wonders.
From Jaipur’s Amber Fort and an elephant polo match, game viewing in
Ranthambhore, sunrise over the Taj Mahal, erotic carvings at Khajuraho,
magical cenotaphs at Orchha, sacred Ghats on the River Ganges at
Varanasi to dramatic colonial history in Lucknow.
Indian Splendour (8 Days)
Exploring a variety of India’s astonishing legacies and treasures, the
train meanders through the northwest from Delhi to Mumbai. Includes the
immortal beauty of the Taj Mahal, tiger sighting at Ranthambhore, Rajput
history in the desert forts of Jaipur, Bikaner and Jodhpur, Udaipur’s serene
lakes and dinosaurs of Balasinor!

Toy Train to Darjeeling

Toy Trains
The charismatic “Toy Trains” that have long served
hill stations such as Darjeeling, Ghoom, Shimla and
Ooty still evoke romantic images of India’s railway
system. These narrow gauge trains were introduced
during the days of the British Raj to access remote
areas where roads were poor or non-existent. They were
key to the commercial development of tea, coffee and
spice plantations. These trains of character are unique
and will make a worthy inclusion in your tour and
experience of India, so please ask us for more detailed
information about individual trains.
Notes:
* Full and detailed itineraries are available on request.
* Day-to-day schedules of all these journeys may be
changed at short notice to suit local logistics.
Maharajas’ Express

49

MoI Final Brochure 2014_Layout 1 16/12/2014 09:36 Page 51

Nepal
The Last Shangri-La
From the high Himalaya to tropical lowland jungle, with terraced foothills in between, Nepal is truly a
land of beautiful contrasts. This tour combines the very best of Nepal’s attractions - culture, history,
trekking, rafting and wildlife. After discovering the magic of the Kathmandu Valley you will raft white water
on the Trisuli River, search for rhinos and tigers in Chitwan National Park, trek in the breathtaking scenery
of the Annapurna Himal and discover the cultural delights of Pokhara.

Main image: Himalayan Panorama from Dhulikhel
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Phewa Lake - Pokhara

Day 1

Arrive Kathmandu
Arrive Kathmandu and transfer to your hotel.
Remainder of the day free. Overnight at the Yak & Yeti.

Day 2

Kathmandu
Full day sightseeing includes Durbar Square, Swayambhunath
(Monkey Temple) with superb views over the city,
Pashupatinath Temple and the magnificent Buddhist stupa
at Boudhanath. Overnight at the Yak & Yeti. (B)

Day 3 Kathmandu to Nagarkot
Morning visit Changunaraya Temple and a rural walk to
Telkot, with superb views of the Kathmandu Valley and
Himalayas. Drive to Nagarkot (2,165m) where the panorama
of the Himalayas is breathtaking, particularly at sunrise.
Overnight at the Club Himalaya Resort. (B)

Day 4 Nagarkot to Kuringtar
Morning drive to Charaudi on the Trisuli River and
commence rafting. Ideal for a first experience of white water
rafting. Lunch by the river. Continue rafting to Kuringtar.
Overnight at the Riverside Spring Resort. (B, L, D)

Day 5 Kuringtar to Chitwan
Optional visit to Kurintar (1,302m) by cable car to view
the abode of Manakamana, the wish fulfilling goddess.
Continue rafting to Mugling for lunch. Drive to Chitwan
National Park, home to a great variety of wildlife including
Asian rhinos, bison, bears, leopards, gharials, dolphins and
Bengal tigers, plus 525 species of bird.
Overnight at Barahi Jungle Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 6/7 Chitwan
Two full day’s jungle activities include elephant, jeep and
dugout canoe safaris, plus bird watching. In the evening a
Tharu stick dance or presentation on flora and fauna.
Overnight at Barahi Jungle Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 8 Chitwan to Pokhara
Morning drive on the scenic mountain highway to Pokhara
(900m). Nestled under the breathtaking snow-capped
Annapurna Himal, it is an enchanting town with lakes and
panoramic mountain views.
Overnight at Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 9 Pokhara to Tolka
Morning drive to Phedi, walk to Dhampus for lunch,
and continue to Tolka village (5 hrs walk). A wonderful
opportunity to view major Himalayan peaks from a
relatively low altitude. Overnight at a local lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 10 Tolka to Ghandrung
Trek to Ghandrung through scattered villages below
the beautiful Himalayas (5 hrs walk). Ghandrung (1,980m)
is a Gurung village with superb views of Gangapura,
Machhapuchhre (Fishtail), and Annapurna. Time permitting;
visit the Annapurna Conservation Project HQ and the
museum. Overnight at a local lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 11 Ghandrung to Nayapul to Pokhara
Descend to Nayapul via Syauli bazaar (4 hrs walk).
Drive to Pokhara (1 hr). Remainder of the day free.
Overnight at Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 12 Pokhara
Morning tour includes Pokhara’s colourful bazaar,
the Newar Bindyabasani Temple and the awesome Davi’s
waterfall (Patale Chhahgo). Afternoon boat ride on the
lovely Phewa Lake. Overnight at Tiger Mountain Pokhara
Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 13 Pokhara to Kathmandu
Morning flight to Kathmandu. Afternoon tour of Patan’s
Durbar Square, rich in Buddhist and Hindu cultural heritage,
temples, monasteries and religious art.
Overnight at the Yak & Yeti. (B)

Day 14 Kathmandu
Optional morning mountain flight.
Later a half-day tour of Bhaktapur,
whose superb medieval art and
architecture casts a rich “old world”
ambience. Farewell dinner and
Nepali cultural show. Overnight
at the Yak & Yeti. (B, D)

Day 15 Kathmandu and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your
flight home. (B)
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Nepal
Kaleidoscope
A colourful past and present are brought to life in this exploration
of Nepal. Kathmandu’s rich history is reflected in its religious
traditions and exotic architecture. In Pokhara and surrounding
villages you will discover the diversity of cultural heritage and see magnificent Himalayan panoramas.
After seeking the abundant wildlife of Chitwan National Park, on to Dhulikhel where the sunset and sunrise
are breathtaking. Finally, time to explore more of Kathmandu’s wonders.
Above: Machapuchari
Main Image: Swayambunath Buddhist Stupa
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Day 1 Arrive Kathmandu
Arrive Kathmandu and transfer to your hotel.
Remainder of the day free. Overnight at The Dwarika’s.

Day 2 Kathmandu
Full day of sightseeing, which includes Durbar Square,
Temple of the Living Goddess, Old Royal Palace,
Kasthamandup, Swayambhunath, Pashupatinath and
Boudhanath. A combination of Buddhist and Hindu
architectural treasures. Overnight at The Dwarika’s. (B)

Day 3 Kathmandu to Pokhara
Morning drive via the scenic mountain highway to
Pokhara (900 m). Nestled under the breathtaking
snow-capped Annapurna Himal, it is an enchanting
town of lakes and panoramic mountain views.
Overnight at Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 4 Pokhara
Morning excursion to Sarangkote Hill for the magnificent
views of Machhupuchhare (Fishtail) and the Annapurna
Massif. Afternoon boat-ride on Phewa Lake, where there
is abundant bird life and the Annapurna Himal is reflected
in its waters. Overnight at Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lodge.
(B, L, D)

Day 5 Pokhara
Morning tour includes Pokhara’s colourful and ethnically
diverse bazaar, the Newar Bindyabasani Temple and the
awesome Davi’s waterfall (Patale Chhahgo). Afternoon free.
Overnight at Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 6

Pokhara to Chitwan
Drive to Chitwan National Park, home to a great variety
of wildlife including Asian rhinos, bison, bears, leopards,
gharials, dolphins and Bengal tigers, plus 525 species of bird.
Afternoon, game viewing by elephant. Overnight at Tiger
Tops Tharu Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 7 Chitwan
Full day’s jungle activities include elephant, jeep and dugout
canoe safaris, plus bird watching. In the evening a Tharu
stick dance or presentation on flora & fauna. Overnight at
Tiger Tops Tharu Lodge. (B, L, D)

Day 8 Chitwan to Kathmandu to Dhulikhel
Morning flight to Kathmandu. Drive to Dhulikhel (1,650m)
on the rim of the Kathmandu Valley, with a spectacular
panorama of the Himalayas. Magnificent sunset and sunrise.
Overnight at the Dhulikhel Mountain Resort. (B)

Day 9 Dhulikhel to Kathmandu
Explore Dhulikhel and then drive to Panauti, a religious center
at the confluence of the Rosi and Punyamati rivers. Return to
Kathmandu via Bhaktapur, centre of superb medieval art and
architecture. Overnight at The Dwarika’s. (B, D)

Day 10 Kathmandu
Visit Dashinkali temple,
where pilgrims offer
prayers and animal
sacrifices. Then to Chovar
Gorge and Bagh Bhairab
Temple at Kirtipur
to experience Nepali
village life. Overnight at
The Dwarika’s. (B)

Day 11 Kathmandu
Optional morning
mountain flight. Later
visit Patan’s Durbar
Square, rich in Buddhist
and Hindu cultural
heritage, temples,
monasteries and religious
art. Farewell dinner and
Nepali cultural show.
Overnight at The Dwarika’s. (B, D)

Day 12 Kathmandu and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home. (B)
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Experience

Sri Lanka
Tea plantations, tropical palm-fringed beaches, a long
colourful history and rich cultural heritage, elephants, exotic
Buddhist temples, wildlife and friendly hospitable people
are all part of the serendipity of Sri Lanka. This eight-day
“voyage of discovery” is an excellent introduction to the
country’s wonders and delights. The tour includes the
magnificent Dambula Rock Temple, Horton National Park,
tea plantations at Nuwara Eliya and the beaches at Bentota.
Day 4 Nuwara Eliya
Visit Horton Plains National Park. Breathtaking
views complement a superb forest and grassland wildlife
habitat; home to a wide variety of flora, fauna and
bird-life. Overnight at the Tea Factory.(B, D)

Day 5 Nuwara Eliya to Bentota
Drive to Bentota for a beach stay. Facing the Indian
Ocean, a tropical lagoon and a major river Bentota is
a superb coastal resort. En-route optional white water
rafting at Kithulgala. Overnight at the Taj Exotica. (B, D)

Day 6 Bentota
Day at leisure. Overnight at the Taj Exotica. (B, D)

Day 7 Bentota to Colombo

Day 1 Arrive - Colombo to Dambulla
Arrive Colombo and drive to your hotel in Dambulla.
After refreshment and rest, visit the Dambulla Rock
Temple built by King Walagambahu in the 1st century
B.C. Overnight at the Heritance Kandalama. (D)

Drive to Colombo. City tour includes the bazaars,
Hindu Kovils (temples), Independence (Torrington)
Square and Bandaranaike Memorial Conference Hall.
Later see the breathtaking sunset at Galle Face.
Evening free. Overnight at the Cinnamon Grand. (B, D)

Day 8 Colombo and Departure
Transfer to the airport for your flight home.

Day 2

Dambulla to Kandy
Drive to Kandy, en-route visiting the magnificent
5th century Lion Rock Fortress at Sigiriya towering
200 metres above the jungle floor. Kandy was the
stronghold of the Sinhala Kings, and is a Buddhist
pilgrimage. Visit the Temple of the Tooth where
Buddha’s tooth, rescued from his funeral pyre, is kept.
Overnight at the Earl’s Regency. (B, D)

Day 3 Kandy to Nuwara Eliya
Morning train to Nuwara Eliya situated at 2,000m above
sea level. It is surrounded by lush tea plantations and is
the heart of Sri Lanka’s tea industry. Once a retreat for
European planters the town still reflects a strong British
influence. Overnight at the Tea Factory. (B, D)
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Heritage

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka’s heritage unfolds during this nine-day journey through
the country’s varied and breathtaking scenery. First, the elephant
orphanage at Pinnawala warms the heart before visiting the imposing
Temple of the Tooth at Kandy and Dambula Rock Temple. Then the
jungle and The Lion Rock Fortress surrounded by jungle is a step back
in time before reaching the beautiful tea gardens at Nuwara Eliya.
Finally the World Heritage Site at Galle heralds a restful break at
Mount Lavinia beach resort.
Day 1 Arrive Colombo

Arrive Colombo and transfer to your hotel.
Overnight at the Galle Face or Cinnamon Grand. (D)
Drive to Kandy via Pinnawala to visit the uplifting
Elephant Orphanage. Proceed to Kandy, old capital of
Sri Lankan kings. City tour includes the Temple of the
Tooth, the Bazaar area, gem museum and a lapidary.
Overnight at the Suisse. (B, D)

Day 2 Colombo to Kandy

Excursion to see the Dambulla Rock Temple, with
2,000 sqm of wall and ceiling frescoes and 150 carved
images of the Buddha. On to the botanical Kings Pleasure
Gardens at Peradeniya – 147 acres of exotic trees, plants
and flowers. Overnight at the hotel Suisse. (B, D)

Day 3 Kandy

Visit the majestic 5th century Lion Rock Fortress at
Sigiriya, towering 200 metres above the jungle floor.
Stone stairs rise to the summit past the renowned
frescoes of the “Heavenly Maidens”. Overnight at
the Suisse. (B, D)

Day 4 Kandy

Ceremonial elephants

Drive to Nuwara Eliya, en-route visiting a tea plantation
to see the production process. Continue to Nuwara Eliya
in the mountainous heart of Sri Lanka’s tea country.
Overnight at The Grand Hotel. (B, D)

Day 5 Kandy to Nuwara Eliya

Drive to Galle, once Sri Lanka’s main port and known
for hand-made lace. Visit Galle Fort built by the Portuguese
in the 16th century. Overnight at the Closenburg. (B, D)

Day 6 Nuwara Eliya to Galle

Drive to Mount Lavinia beach resort. Remainder of the
day at leisure. Overnight at the Mount Lavinia. (B, D)

Day 7 Galle to Mount Lavinia

Day at leisure or optional Colombo sightseeing.
City tour includes the bazaars, Hindu Kovils (temples),
Independence (Torrington) Square and Bandaranaike
Memorial Conference Hall. Overnight at the Mount
Lavinia. (B, D)

Day 8 Mount Lavinia

Transfer to the airport for your flight home.

Day 9 Colombo and Departure
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Pleasureseekers Ltd (Mysteries of India)
Arden Hall, 66 Brooklands Road, Sale, Cheshire, M33 3SJ, UK.
UK Phone: +44 208 584 1414
Fax: +44 870 421 1395
Email: holidays@mysteriesofindia.com
Website: www.mysteriesofindia.com

